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MAKE CHECKS OUT TO P.A.L.S. 

In trying to find an appropriate hom-

age to Memorial Day I came across a 

great poem—take the time to read 

and think about it’s meaning. The 

story behind it is also interesting. 

I had to forego the P.A.L.S. Page this 

month to make room for it. Feel free 

to use it in your own newsletters. 

Last month was the last month for many non-renewals so I’m once 

again sending out boxcar postcards as reminders to get those dues 

in—such a small amount to be part of our press association and its 

benefits.  

Warming up where I am at, in the 80’s almost every day. Got both 

my Covid shots—hope everyone is getting theirs and doing well. 

Please stay safe in your travels. Regards to all and God Bless! 
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"Patriotism is not short, frenzied outbursts of emotion, but the 

tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime." 

– Adlai Stevenson 



THE CLIPBOARD 

PR stuff 

from 

around 

the web 

 

Twitter Buzz…. Twitter is developing new community tools that will allow users to share a tweet with 

select audiences. Back in February, as part of its Analyst Day presentation, Twitter previewed a new, 

groups-like option called ‘Communities’, which would enable Twitter users to share their tweets within 

selected sub-groups of users, as opposed to sharing with everybody. Twitter’s Communities are its an-

swer to groups, providing a more private engagement option, which would enable users to interact with users around 

dedicated interests, which could help to foster closer communities, and see more engagement, overall, in the app.  

Amazon in crisis?...  Amazon denied multiple stories which reported that workers 

without time for breaks urinate in bottles while on the job, going so far as to re-

spond to one lawmaker on social media. When replying to a tweet from Rep. Mark 

Pocan (D-WI) complaining about the company’s union-busting tactics and the fact 

that some of its workers are forced to “urinate in water bottles,” Amazon’s official Twitter account responded: “You 

don’t really believe the peeing in bottles thing, do you? If that were true, nobody would work for us.” 

But people do believe these stories and for a very simple reason: there are numerous accounts of it happening, docu-

mented by employees and journalists around the world. Indeed, after Amazon sent out its ill-judged tweet, reporters 

who cover the company’s labor practices practically lined up to soak the firm with evidence. 

Jay Leno issues apology…   Comedian and late-night host Jay Leno has issued an apology for decades of 

jokes about the Asian community. The apology comes after a nearly 15-year campaign from the activist 

group Media Action Network for Asian Americans (MANAA) for remarks as recent as Variety‘s 2020 

report that Leno cracked about Koreans eating dog meat—a complaint that offended numerous players 

on the set of NBC’s “America’s Got Talent.” 

“At the time I did those jokes, I genuinely thought them to be harmless,” Leno said in a joint press release with MA-

NAA leader Guy Aoki. “I was making fun of our enemy North Korea, and like most jokes, there was a ring of truth to 

them.” 

In light of that, Leno said, “I am issuing this apology. I do not consider this particular case to be another example of 

cancel culture but a legitimate wrong that was done on my part. MANAA has been very gracious in accepting my apol-

ogy. I hope that the Asian American community will be able to accept it as well, and I hope I can live up to their expec-

tations in the future.” 

Communicators will need to answer privacy concerns around vaccine passport data… As countries like Japan, China 

and Denmark will soon introduce vaccine passport programs for their citizens, the White House held off on requiring 

American citizens to provide proof of vaccination for travel, work or attending events.  

Chief among the privacy fears is the question of whether location or medical data will be collected and stored and who 

will have access to that information.  

 

 

NEW FACEBOOK FEATURE! 

Facebook announced a new feature designed to give users more control 

of their feed by allowing them to control who sees what they share, what 

comments they see and understand why they see certain posts.  

Now, users can control their commenting audience for a given public post by choosing from 

a menu of options ranging from anyone who can see the post to only the people and Pages 

they tag. By adjusting their commenting audience, users can further control how they want 

to invite conversation onto their public posts and limit potentially unwanted interactions. • 



PR Editorial— Is “Hope” the answer? 

 
What is hope? Hope is wishing for a thing to come true; faith is believing that it will come 
true. Hope is wanting something so eagerly that-–in spite of all the evidence that you're not 
going to get it--you go right on wanting it. And the remarkable thing about it is that this 
very act of hoping produces a kind of strength of its own. --- Norman Vincent Peale  

Hope is a good place to start but is it the answer? We hope to make goal, we hope for new 
members, we hope we can support programs, we hope we can make promenades, we 
hope this, we hope that.  Many of us now are hoping we survive the pandemic.  Is there 
something better than hope? 

What we need more than hope is “action”! 

Hope actually requires nothing of you, there is no commitment to action—you are passively waiting for something 
positive to occur in the future—you are taking no responsibility. A commitment to action actively creates a future and 
does require some responsibility.  

Have you ever said or heard said—”I was hoping we would make goal last year and I hope we make it this year”? An 
admirable thought but a meaningless statement.  “Action doesn’t come from hope, but hope comes from action. Take 
action, which will generate hope, rather than use your hope to generate action. “ (David Cole) 

So what “actions” do we need to take? Some may be personal, but in the context of La Societe and our “hope” for a 
resurrection in membership, new members and support of programs—how may we do this? 

Reflection might help—think about why you joined La Societe and what commitment you made when you joined—
how is that commitment going? Commitment by one inspires others! 

What kind of contribution are you personally making to La Societe? Attending promenades? Sought a leadership posi-
tion? Are you a volunteer? Are your actions making a positive contribution to your Locale or Grand?  

Sometimes actions that will create hope might take some “out of the box” thinking. Some unique or different ways to 
generate new members or interest on the Forty and Eight. 

Setting realistic goals, short and long range strategic planning coupled with positive thinking creates the capacity and 
path to success. I’m a big believer in white board thinking—taking a few minutes during a promenade under “good of 
the Voiture” to list ideas, set goals, create a calendar of events—all actions to create and stimulate positivity and of 
course “hope”. “Tying hope to action keeps hope from becoming wishful thinking.” (Elaine Houston—Positive Psychol-
ogy)  We tend to “wish” for things that have little chance of happening. 

Let’s talk about membership, but we could also substitute public relations, nurses training, etc.  Because with mem-
bership we know we start each year with a “goal” - a number. That number is meaningless and unattainable for the 
most part unless it is matched with actual actions and strategies to achieve it and understanding those obstacles pre-
venting achievement. 

So hope is a state of mind and not a bad thing— but it must be action oriented in the pursuit  of specific goals. • 

L’Editeur—is a graduate of the U.S. Army Organization Effectiveness Staff Officer Course. As an OESO used those skills 
and training to help and assist military leaders in goal setting and transitioning within different commands. 

“Hope is a verb, it is an action, it is not a chair to sit on and wait for things to get better...it is 

something we do...it is a brave choice that we make.” — Tracy Doerrer 

“It isn’t confidence that comes first, but taking action. Confidence follows action.” — Scott Allan 

“Hope without action is hopeless.” - Dr. Bernard Lowre 

“Faith and hope mean absolutely nothing where consistent action fails to exist.”  

- Edmond  Mbiak 



AP (Associated Press) Stylebook Stuff... 

Use of people vs. persons  

Use person when speaking of an individual: One person waited for the bus. The 

word people is preferred to persons in all plural uses. For example: Thousands 

of people attended the fair. What will people say? There were 17 people in the 

room. Persons should be used only when it is in a direct quote or part of a title 

as in Bureau of Missing Persons. People also is a collective noun that takes a 

plural verb when used to refer to a single race or nation: The American people 

are united. 

Which is accurate: FY 2021 or FY21?  

Spell out fiscal year on first reference. On second reference, you generally write fiscal 2021. But FY 2021 is OK if that's 

clear to your audience.  

Family names  

Capitalize words denoting family relationships only when they substitute for a person's name: I wrote Mom a letter. I 

wrote my father a letter. 

Chair, chairperson, chairman, chairwoman 

We now suggest the terms chair or chairperson, unless the -man or -woman terms are specified by an organization. 

Virus  

The singular possessive form of virus is virus’s. Not virus’. For example: Scientists have studied the virus's spread, in-

cluding whether a cough or sneeze can spray it farther than 6 feet.  

COVID-19 

COVID-19 is acceptable on first reference for the coronavirus disease that first appeared in late 2019.  Because COVID-

19 is the name of the disease, not the virus, it is not accurate to write a new virus called COVID-19. Instead: A new 

virus caused a disease called COVID-19. 

Ages 

Always use figures. The girl is 15 years old; the law is 8 years old; the 101-year-old house. When the context does not 

required years or years old, the figure is presumed to be years. Use hyphens for ages expressed as adjectives before a 

noun or substitutes for a noun: a 5-year-old boy; the race is for 3-year-olds. 

Dates 

When a phrase refers to a month, day and year, set off the year with commas. EXAMPLES: Feb. 14, 2013, was the tar-

get date. She testified that it was Friday, Dec. 3, when the crash occurred. When a phrase lists only a month and a 

year, do not separate with a comma.  January 2016 was a cold month. 

Slash (/) 

Use a slash, rather than a hyphen, for constructions such as and/or, either/or, over/under, red state/blue state, etc. 

No space on either side of the slash.   • 

Hopefully I haven’t repeated any from previous newsletters and I try to pick updates that we might really need to know... 



The muffled drum's sad roll has beat 
The soldier's last tattoo; 
No more on life's parade shall meet 
That brave and fallen few. 
On Fame's eternal camping-ground 
Their silent tents are spread, 
And Glory guards, with solemn round, 
The bivouac of the dead. 

No rumor of the foe's advance 
Now swells upon the wind; 
Nor troubled thought at midnight haunts 
Of loved ones left behind; 
No vision of the morrow's strife 
The warrior's dream alarms; 
No braying horn nor screaming fife 
At dawn shall call to arms. 

Their shriveled swords are red with rust, 
Their plumed heads are bowed, 
Their haughty banner, trailed in dust, 
Is now their martial shroud. 
And plenteous funeral tears have washed 
The red stains from each brow, 
And the proud forms, by battle gashed 
Are free from anguish now. 

The neighing troop, the flashing blade, 
The bugle's stirring blast, 
The charge, the dreadful cannonade, 
The din and shout, are past; 
Nor war's wild note nor glory's peal 
Shall thrill with fierce delight 
Those breasts that nevermore may feel 
The rapture of the fight. 

Like the fierce northern hurricane 
That sweeps the great plateau, 
Flushed with the triumph yet to gain, 
Came down the serried foe, 
Who heard the thunder of the fray 
Break o'er the field beneath, 
Knew well the watchword of that day 
Was "Victory or death!" 

Long had the doubtful conflict raged 
O'er all that stricken plain, 
For never fiercer fight had waged 
The vengeful blood of Spain; 
And still the storm of battle blew, 
Still swelled the gory tide; 
Not long, our stout old chieftain knew, 
Such odds his strength could bide. 

For Memorial Day—“Bivouac of the Dead”— Pt. 1 

Long had the doubtful conflict raged 
O'er all that stricken plain, 
For never fiercer fight had waged 
The vengeful blood of Spain; 
And still the storm of battle blew, 
Still swelled the gory tide; 
Not long, our stout old chieftain knew, 
Such odds his strength could bide. 

Twas in that hour his stern command 
Called to a martyr's grave 
The flower of his beloved land, 
The nation's flag to save. 
By rivers of their father's gore 
His first-born laurels grew, 
And well he deemed the sons would pour 
Their lives for glory too. 

For many a mother's breath has swept 
O'er Angostura's plain -- 
And long the pitying sky has wept 
Above its moldered slain. 
The raven's scream, or eagle's flight, 
Or shepherd's pensive lay, 
Alone awakes each sullen height 
That frowned o'er that dread fray. 

Sons of the Dark and Bloody Ground 
Ye must not slumber there, 
Where stranger steps and tongues resound 
Along the heedless air. 
Your own proud land's heroic soil 
Shall be your fitter grave; 
She claims from war his richest spoil -- 
The ashes of her brave. 

Thus 'neath their parent turf they rest, 
Far from the gory field, 
Borne to a Spartan mother's breast 
On many a bloody shield; 
The sunshine of their native sky 
Smiles sadly on them here, 
And kindred eyes and hearts watch by 
The heroes sepulcher. 

Rest on embalmed and sainted dead! 
Dear as the blood ye gave; 
No impious footstep shall here tread 
The herbage of your grave; 
Nor shall your glory be forgot 
While fame her records keeps, 
Or Honor points the hallowed spot 
Where Valor proudly sleeps. 

 



“Bivouac of the Dead”— Pt. 2 

Yon marble minstrel's voiceless stone 
In deathless song shall tell, 
When many a vanquished ago has flown, 
The story how ye fell; 
Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's blight, 
Nor Time's remorseless doom, 
Shall dim one ray of glory's light 
That gilds your deathless tomb.  

Author—Theodore O’Hara 

Although stanzas from Theodore O’Hara’s elegiac poem, 

“Bivouac of the Dead,” are inscribed on iron tablets 

found throughout some of the oldest units of this coun-

try’s national cemeteries, there is little public recognition 

of this poet-soldier and his long-lived literary contribution 

to the memorialization of fallen troops. O’Hara’s military 

service bridged the period from the Mexican War, whose 

action inspired the poem, to the Civil War, which led him 

to places where some of the first cemeteries were creat-

ed. An elegy, or elegiac poem, expresses feelings of mel-

ancholy, sorrow or lamentation—especially for a person 

or persons who are dead.  

It may seem unusual that verse written about heroes of 

the relatively remote Mexican conflict was appropriated 

for the Civil War more than a decade later, but “Bivouac” 

had captivated the attention of a patriotic nation and 

would continue to do so for decades to come. Quarter-

master General Montgomery C. Meigs (1816-92) recog-

nized its solemn appeal and directed that lines from 

“Bivouac” grace the entrance to Arlington National Ceme-

tery.  

 

The most frequently quoted passage of “Bivouac” is the 

quatrain at the conclusion of the first stanza: “On Fame’s 

eternal camping-ground/Their silent tents are spread/

That Glory guards, with solemn round/The bivouac of the 

dead.” Use of the verse on McClellan Gate at Arlington 

and other national cemeteries, may have been by order 

of Quartermaster General Meigs, who was responsible 

for construction related to national cemetery develop-

ment, including the gates and superintendents’ lodges.  

The endurance of “Bivouac” through most of the 20th 

century is evidenced by its inclusion in anthologies and 

poetry collections: from 1920-63, it was found in 24 such 

texts. By 1973, however, the number fell to just 16 liter-

ary collections, in keeping with changing attitudes about 

military honor and politics. 

Today this verse is found on McClellan Gate, 1879, the 

original entrance to Arlington National Cemetery, and in 

Antietam National Cemetery. Although the cast-iron tab-

lets were largely removed during the late 1920s and early 

1930s, they are extant at 14 national cemeteries: Los An-

geles, Wood, Rock Island, Mound City, Marion, Keokuk, 

Dayton, Hot Springs, Leavenworth, Togus, Grafton, Finn’s 

Point, Cypress Hills, and Danville, IL. 

In fall 2001, the National Cemetery Administration com-

menced an initiative to install a new cast-aluminum tab-

let featuring the first stanza of “Bivouac of the Dead” in 

all the existing national cemeteries where they are miss-

ing, as well as national cemeteries under development. • 



Speeches— August 6, 1945: Statement by the President Announcing the Use of the  

A-Bomb at Hiroshima 

“Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one 

bomb on Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base. 

That bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It 

had more than two thousand times the blast power of the 

British "Grand Slam" which is the largest bomb ever yet 

used in the history of warfare. 

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. 

They have been repaid many fold. And the end is not yet. 

With this bomb we have now added a new and revolution-

ary increase in destruction to supplement the growing 

power of our armed forces. In their present form these 

bombs are now in production and even more powerful 

forms are in development. 

It is an atomic bomb. It is a harnessing of the basic power 

of the universe. The force from which the sun draws its 

power has been loosed against those who brought war to 

the Far East.  

...the greatest marvel is not the size of the enterprise, its 

secrecy, nor its cost, but the achievement of scientific 

brains in putting together infinitely complex pieces of 

knowledge held by many men in different fields of science 

into a workable plan.  

And hardly less marvelous has been the capacity of indus-

try to design, and of labor to operate, the machines and 

methods to do things never done before so that the brain 

child of many minds came forth in physical shape and per-

formed as it was supposed to do.  

Both science and industry worked under the direction of 

the United States Army, which achieved a unique success 

in managing so diverse a problem in the advancement of 

knowledge in an amazingly short time.  

We are now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and com-

pletely every productive enterprise the Japanese have 

above ground in any city. We shall destroy their docks, 

their factories, and their communications. Let there be no 

mistake; we shall completely destroy Japan's power to 

make war.  

 

The fact that we can release atomic energy ushers in a 

new era in man's understanding of nature's forces.  

Atomic energy may in the future supplement the power 

that now comes from coal, oil, and falling water, but at 

present it cannot be produced on a basis to compete 

with them commercially. Before that comes there must 

be a long period of intensive research. 

It has never been the habit of the scientists of this coun-

try or the policy of this Government to withhold from 

the world scientific knowledge. Normally, therefore, 

everything about the work with atomic energy would be 

made public. 

 

But under present circumstances it is not intended to 

divulge the technical processes of production or all the 

military applications, pending further examination of 

possible methods of protecting us and the rest of the 

world from the danger of sudden destruction. 

I shall recommend that the Congress of the United 

States consider promptly the establishment of an appro-

priate commission to control the production and use of 

atomic power within the United States. I shall give fur-

ther consideration and make further recommendations 

to the Congress as to how atomic power can become a 

powerful and forceful influence towards the mainte-

nance of world peace.”  • 

Radio address from the White House, Washington DC 

 

President Truman reports on the United States’ use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, as an alternative to a 

land invasion to defeat Japan in World War II.  In the address, the President describes the destructive force of the new 

weapon and the secrecy regarding its creation.   



Newsletter Filler, Trivia or Just for Fun 

CIA agents during the Cold War used a method of communication-based on how their shoelaces were tied. The shoe-

lace patterns could convey messages such as "I have information," "Follow me," or "I have brought another person."  

Plant-based protein burgers use around 80–90% less water, 90% less land, and 90% less fossil fuel to produce than the 

equivalent amount of ground beef.   

Around one-third of the corn grown in the United States is eaten by livestock; anoth-

er third is used in the production of ethanol fuel, and the rest is either consumed by 

humans, exported to other nations, or used industrially. Due to the unusual adapta-

bility of corn seeds, every state in the United States has land capable of growing some 

type of corn, despite differences in soil and climate. Almost all gasoline sold today 

contains small amounts of ethanol, which in the United States is made almost exclu-

sively from corn. Corn comes in many colors including “rainbow corn”. 

The “thumbs-up” sign means “good” to Westerners, “one” to Italians, “five” to Japanese, and “up yours” in Greece. 

In Iran, it represents a penis.  

There is a difference between hemp and pot. While hemp plants are the same species as marijuana plants, they don’t 

produce the psychoactive ingredient (THC) that is in pot . Betsy Ross’s first flag of the U.S. was made of hemp. The first 

two drafts of the United States Declaration of Independence were written on paper made from hemp. 

Most historians agree that WWII began when Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. Others say it started 

when Japan invaded Manchuria on September 18, 1931. And some scholars suggest WWII is actually a continuation of 

WWI, with a break in between.  

In 1941, a private earned $21 a month. In 1942, a private earned $50 a month. Today it’s $1,733 a month. 

The most decorated unit ever in U.S. history is the 442nd regimental Combat Team, whose motto was 

“Go for Broke.” It consisted of Japanese-American volunteers. Together they won 4,667 major medals, 

awards, and citations, including 560 Silver Stars (28 of which had oak-leaf clusters), 4,000 Bronze Stars, 

52 Distinguished Service Crosses, and one Medal of Honor, plus 54 other decorations. It also held the 

distinction of never having a case of desertion. 

There are five known insects whose stings or bites can cause allergic reactions in humans: honeybees, hornets, wasps, 

yellow jackets, and fire ants. Around 100 deaths occur each year from an anaphylactic reaction to an insect sting.  

Like Big Macs? In the United States alone, people eat over 1 billion pounds of beef at 

McDonald’s in a year, which is 5½ million head of cattle. McDonald’s Corporation is the 

largest owner of retail property in the world. The company earns most of its profits not 

from selling food, but by collecting rent. The original McDonald’s menu did not offer 

French fries. A McDonald’s strawberry milkshake contains about 50 chemicals that are 

used to imitate the flavor of strawberries—it contains no strawberries. In Japan, Ronald 

McDonald is known as “Donald McDonald” to make pronunciation easier for the Japa-

nese. McDonald’s Big Mac has 18 separate additives, and the cheeseburger has about 

17 separate additives.  

Popsicles, a popular summer treat, was accidentally invented by an 11-year-old boy in San Francisco in 1905. He left a 

glass of soda sitting outside and by the next morning the soda had frozen. He began selling them at an amusement 

park in New Jersey. In the U.S., cherry is the number 1 flavor.  • 

 



Spotlight on 
Public  

Relations 

 

Department of Veterans Affairs Media Room 

How many of you were aware that the Department of Veterans Affairs, our beloved VA, has a media room? I’m on 

that website frequently, but not aware of this.  Here’s the link… 

Media Room - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (va.gov)  (Ctrl—click) 

Media Inquiries 

For media inquiries, please call (202) 461-7600 or email VA Media Relations. You may also join the VA Public Affairs 

Distribution List to get automatic media updates.   

Inside the Media Room 

News Releases 

Speeches 

Videos 

Publications 

Contact Us 

National Observances 

Veterans Day 

Memorial Day 

Celebrating America's Freedoms 

Special Events 

Creative Arts Festival 

Golden Age Games 

Summer Sports Clinic 

Training–Exposure–Experience (TEE) Tournament 

Wheelchair Games 

Winter Sports Clinic 

I was particularly impressed with the news releases.  There is also a great speech by VA Secretary Denis R. McDonough 
titled “Our Sacred Obligation” - worth a read.  Also great stuff on Memorial Day and a Veterans Day poster contest. 

There is also a piece called “Bivouac of the Dead” by Theordore O’Hara, featured in this issue.  • 

If you are a newsletter writer and always looking for veteran material to include—the VA media room is the place to 
go and browse.—L’Editeur 

 

Found in the VA Media Room 

https://www.va.gov/landing2_media_room.htm


POSTER OF THE MONTH 

The United States is not a nation based upon  

race, creed, or religion -  

we are a nation based upon our loyalty and  

allegiance to our country and her principles. 



P.A.L.S. APPLICATION—RENEWAL or NEW MEMBER 

Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ____________________State_____ Zip___________  New Member                        Renewal                      

Email _______________________________________________________PUFL  $100.00 

Voiture Locale ___________________                                                   

Dues:  Mail only $17.00  

           Mail and Digital $17.00 

           Digital only $10.00 

PUFL down payment (minimum $25) 

 

Checks made out to P.A.L.S. 

Remit to: 

Renslar R. Keagle 

8714 Marble Drive 

El Paso, TX 79904-1710 

rennykeagle@gmail.com 

 

National Military Appreciation Month 

May 1st—Silver Star Service Banner Day—to recognize those who have been 

awarded The Silver Star Medal, and remember the sacrifices of our wounded and ill 

veterans. 

May 1st—Loyalty Day—National Loyalty Day is a special holiday meant for the re-

affirmation of loyalty to the United States of America, and for the recognition of the 

heritage of American freedom. 

May 6th—National Day of Prayer—the existence of the military occupational specialty of Chaplains and Chaplain As-

sistants gives the day more meaning in a military context. 

May 6—12—National Nurses Week—to honor nurses and their contributions to society. 

May 8th—VE Day—Victory in Europe 

May 8th—Military Spouse Appreciation Day 

May 9th—Mother’s Day 

May 13th—Children of Fallen Patriots Day—In the past 25 years, more than 15,000 children have lost parents in mili-

tary conflict. Children of Fallen Patriots Day was created in order to both honor these children and raise awareness of 

the sacrifices and struggles they must endure in the wake of their parents death. 

May 15th—71st Armed Forces Day—a day to pay special tribute to the men and women of the Armed Forces. 

MAY 31st—Memorial Day - It is a Federal holiday observed on the last Monday in May, and commemorates the men 

and women who died while in the military service. 

Your P.A.L.S. card must say 2021 to be in good standing! 

Things to celebrate or remember in May 



 

No. 4—Twenty-One Star U.S. Flag 

• Years flown: 1819 ~ 1820 

• Who was president: James Monroe (1817-1825) 

Just over a year after the twenty-star flag was introduced, the 

United States added Illinois to the Union, boosting the number of 

states to 21. Illinois, where future president Abraham Lincoln 

began his political career, was admitted on Dec. 3, 1818. 

No. 5—Twenty-Three Star U.S. Flag 

• Years flown: 1820 ~ 1822 

• Who was president: James Monroe (1817-1825) 

The number of U.S. states rose to 23 with the admission of Ala-

bama in 1819 and Maine in 1820. The flag became the official 

U.S. flag on July 4, 1820, and would last two years. President 

James Monroe was the only president to serve under this flag as 

well as the previous two flags. 

No. 6—Twenty-Four Star U.S. Flag 

• Years flown: 1822 ~ 1836 

• Who was president: James Monroe (1817-1825), John Quincy 

Adams (1825-1829), and Andrew Jackson (1829-1837) 

The flag expanded to 24 stars with the addition of Missouri in 

1821. Missouri, a slave state, was admitted as part of the Mis-

souri Compromise, which sought to achieve a balance of free and 

slave states during the antebellum period. The compromise in-

cluded the admission of Maine, a free state, which had separated 

from Massachusetts and become a state the previous year. 

No. 7—Twenty-Five Star U.S. Flag 

• Years flown: 1836 ~ 1837 

• Who was president: Andrew Jackson (1829-1837) and Martin 

Van Buren (1837-1841) 

Arkansas joined the Union as a slave state on June 15, 1836. Less 

than a month later, its star was included in the U.S. flag, pushing 

the state total to 25. Arkansas was part of the Louisiana Pur-

chase and carved out of what became the Missouri Territory to 

become its own territory. 

To be continued... 
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