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YOUTH SPORTS 

Grand Chef de Gares present at the 105th National Promenade in Sandusky Ohio. Steve Dircks of 
Minnesota on his 2nd stint as Grand Chef de Gare of the Grande du Minnesota received a special gift. 
The Paul Bunyan Gavel is coming home to Minnesota for the year. 

Chef de Chemin de Fer Paul Emmert Sr. of Maryland & National Cabane Presidente Cindy 
Hickey of North Carolina to lead La Societe in 2025. 
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VOITURE NATIONALE 
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Paul Emmert Sr. Chef de Chemin de Fer            Maryland 
Ron Rolfes Correspondant National           Germany 
Lonnie Haynes Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer   Michigan 
Robert Hickey Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer   North Carolina 
Ralph Turner Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer   Missouri 
Nick Weyers Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer   Kansas 
William Stroud Avocat               Louisiana 
Richard Bowers Aumonier               Maryland 
Dan Dumas Commissaire Intendant           California 
Tom Wellman Conducteur              Pennsylvania 
Robert Graves Historian               Kansas 
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Greetings Voyageurs and Dames!  

   For those of you that made the trip out to 

Sandusky, I think that you would agree that 

we had far fewer problems this year than 

last. I think most if not all enjoyed them-

selves and would like to  personally thank 

everyone for making the trip. Of course, 

with the 105th behind us we now turn our 

attention to the 106th Promenade Nationale, which is 

going to be held in Historic Gettysburg, Pa. This is   

going to be one you will not want to miss!  Reservations 

are currently being taken by the hotel and are going fast, 

so get your reservations in today. Contact  information 

for the hotel can be found on the website at  

www.fortyandeight.org/promenade-nationale  
   You will want to keep checking back to the site as I 

hope to have links throughout the year giving you more 

information on the Gettysburg area. Speaking of the 

website, if you haven�t already ventured to it recently, it 

has been updated. The staff is still   making some critical 

updates and working some of the bugs out so please be 

patient and we hope you enjoy the new look. 

   For those that got in on the Correspondants  Challenge 

last year, I want you to know that you made that a huge 

success, so Thank You. So much so that I am putting the 

challenge out again this year. Look for that letter to 

come out in the coming weeks. It will be the same rules 

as last year! So, let�s get out bring back some of the old, 

recruit some new members, and have a good time while 

we do it. I look forward to seeing many of you during 

the year. 

Greetings to all 

   I wanted take the opportunity to use my first article as 

your newly elected Chef de Chemin de Fer to convey 

the appreciation, honor, and humbleness for which I 

feel, by sharing my remarks verbatim as I delivered 

them at the installation ceremony during Promenade 

Nationale in Sandusky. 

�Chefs de Chemin de Fer (Passe), La Société Officers, 

Voyageurs, Friends, Family, Dames, and Distinguished 

Guests. 

   Thank you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

As I stand before you today, I am both humbled and 

honored as I accept the role and responsibilities of the 

high office of Chef de Chemin de Fer.  I do not view 

this as something that was possible from just my own 

efforts.  Rather, I see this as something for which there 

are many family, friends, Voyageurs, and Dames, all of 

whom have supported me on this journey. 

   To my family, my incredible wife Christine, my 

daughter Kaitlyn, and my son PJ, your unwavering   

support, from the time I first became a Voyageur, to this 

day, you have always told me you were there for me, 

and would be by my side all across the country, and for 

this, I love you all. I definitely could not have done any 

of this without you; your strength, your patience, and 

your love.   

   To Grande du Maryland, thank you.  Thank you for 

supporting me on my journey.  Our Last Chef de      

Chemin de Fer from Maryland was Chester Naumowicz 

in 1957.  It has been almost 70 years, and I hope this is a 

renewal of Maryland�s representation at Nationale.  

Your collective belief in me I hold close to my heart.   

   To all my friends and fellow Voyageurs, thank you for 

your encouragement and support from the time I       

initially spoke of my desire to one day lead this        

organization into the future, through to today.  Your     

re-assurance that I could do it has helped move me   

forward.  I just hope that I have been able to reciprocate 

the support and assistance to you, both when you needed 

it, and when you didn�t know you needed it. 

   To all the Chefs (Passe), including their newest   

member, Chef (Passe) Frank Campo, all of whom I have 

had the opportunity to have conversations, and become 

friends with, thank you.  You have paved the way for all 

of us to build on a legacy of service and selflessness, 

protecting and growing our organization.  Your       

guidance and support have always been very much   

appreciated, and I only hope that I will successfully  

represent you, the office you have held, and La Société 

in the manner to which it is so deserving. 

   Femmes, I want you to know that our collective 

friendships, and the partnership between our two      

organizations, is so very valuable.  We could not      

accomplish our mission to the levels of success for 

which we have enjoyed without you at our side.  You 

are the unsung heroes of our 40&8 family.  If I can ever 

do anything for you, or in support of you, please never 

hesitate to reach out to me. I will be there.  To the    

newest La Presidente (Passe) Lori, I want to thank you 

for the conversations, and friendship.  I appreciate all of 

it.  

   I would also like to congratulate our �Woo Girl����

Cindy Hickey, on her election as La Presidente of the 

Femmes.  I know we will do great work together, and I 

can�t wait to get started. 

   To those that will follow after me, those with         

aspirations for leading La Société into the future, as I 

have received from my mentors and the Chefs (Passe), 

you too will have my support.  Our organization�s future 

is up to you and your passion. 

   Now, it should come as a shock to no one that my 

program for the year will be the National Box Car     

Association.  As all of you know, the NBCA donates all 

of their monies each year to support all of the programs 

within La Société.  I believe it to be a worthy cause, but 

let me reinforce that this should not impede you from 

supporting whatever program is close to you.  All of our 

programs need your support, and none of our programs 

can self-sustain.  Each of YOU are the keys to our    

programs��success. 

   As we move forward, our mission must continue to be 

supporting these programs and growing our organization 

through UNITY.  This is my theme for the year.          

All of us have to remember that although 

we may hold different offices, at different 

levels, or no offices yet in your journey 

with La Société, we all circle back to one 

commonality, we are Voyageurs         

Militaire, first and foremost.  There is a 

reason why that title bar is at the top of 

our marching medals; it is because at the end of every 

day, that is what we are: Voyageurs Militaire.  This 

mindset has to be part of the UNITY I have spoken of; I 

truly believe that we are at an inflection point where we 

should, and will, start seeing an increase in our ranks, 

hopefully one day to return to our days of membership 

glory.   This can only be accomplished by us working as 

ONE.  We have to be UNITED in our desire to grow La 

Société, with all of us joining together in order to show 

all of the diverse �Faces of La Société����We come from 

all different branches, backgrounds, ideologies,         

personalities, and passions.  We need to be able to 

UNITE together to spread a common narrative.  In order 

to do the important work we do for our community, 

state, and nation, we have to have new Voyageurs lined 

up to inherit our mission. 

   I will wrap things up with this, today, as we celebrate 

another year complete, and a new slate of National    

Officers elected and appointed, we have to remember 

that even though our Promenade is concluding, our   

mission continues. I am confident that UNITED, we will 

succeed.  

   Let us move forward with fellowship, compassion, 

dedication, and commitment to our country and La   

Société�s mission. 

   I want to thank you for your trust and support. I truly 

do appreciate it, and I will not take it for granted. 

God Bless the 40 & 8 
God Bless our Troops 

God Bless the United States of America 
   To reiterate, we must stand united as we go about our 

daily mission.  The growth I spoke about in my remarks 

is not impossible, but it will be challenging.  I am     

confident that we have the right Voyageurs in place to 

meet and surpass that challenge.   

   As long as we have God, family, friends, integrity, 

fellowship, and unity, we can accomplish anything we 

put our collective minds to, and do so with honor. 

   In closing, I am feeling great about this year, and the 

work I know we are poised to do for La Société.  As 

people who have ever been recipients of my letters 

know, if you ever need me, whether it be for a talk, a 

visit, or anything in between, do not hesitate to reach 

out.  I am here for you, to serve you.  I hope to have the 

opportunity to visit with many of you over the course of 

the year, to build lasting memories, and to grow La   

Société. 

Directeur - Tim Evans 
   As the incoming Director of the Child Welfare       

program, I would like to introduce myself. My name is 

Tim Evans, and I�m from Grand du Kansas, Voiture 

Local 58 in Wichita. I began my 44-year aviation career 

in the Marine Corps as an AV-8A Harrier Avionics 

Technician, serving from 1978 to 1984. My primary 

station was VMA-231 in Cherry Point, and I spent my 

final two years at China Lake VX-5, working in      

weapons development. 

   It is truly an honor to step in as the director of the 

Child Welfare team. I would also like to express my 

gratitude to Joe Donovan for his leadership and support 

during this transition. As many of you know, Joe led the 

team for many years, and the solid foundation he built 

enables us to move forward effectively. 

   Over the next few months, I encourage you to stay 

updated by reading the Sous Directors Newsletters. As a 

team, we aim to take on a more active role in promoting 

activities for the Grands. Our focus will be on reaching 

out to organizations familiar with the local community 

and supporting families with children in need of        

assistance. I have seen great success in fostering       

collaboration; as we help others, they are often eager to 

join us in our efforts. 

Thank you for your time and dedication. 

   This year at the Grande Du Kansas �Twister Wreck��

National Sous Directeur  (now National Directeur) of 

Child Welfare Tim Evans presented gifts and awards 

to those present. They also raised a large amount of 

funds for the numerous programs of La Societe. 
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President - Ron Pfalzgraf 
   At the Historien�s Meeting there were Questions 

about what is all required for the History and Scrap 

Book. Some of the Voyageurs thought you needed all 

of the programs that are listed to submit a Book.  

NOT SO!!  They are listed for Grading Points. 

    The Books are about the Chef de Gare (Locale and 

Grande) and their Travels for the year.  For them to 

look at and reminisce in later years. 

   The more Programs that you have, the more points 

you get. 

    This year if you had a Scrap Book w/no programs 

you would have won.   I hope this clears that up. 

   Also, we voted to Grade Pin Collections as they also 

are a part of History.   They can come to Nationale in 

any form, (Book, on a Vest or any other form). Bring 

the collection to the Next Historien�s Meeting at    

Nationale to be Graded.  There is no Criteria. Any  

questions, my email is as follows.  

jpfalz8@gmail.com 

   As we are all aware, September 26 and 27, 2024 forever 

changed things throughout the Southeast. 

Hurricane Helene 

came through with 

so much force that 

the    destruction in 

its wake will not be 

soon forgot-

ten. Western North       Carolina 

took a serious pounding with rain, 

wind damage, flooding, and        

mudslides leading to loss of food, water, 

services and loss of life. 

   The Grand Chef du NC, Michelle May 

was contacted by a friend at Cornelius Paint 

and Body shop  advising they were raising 

funds and  provisions and were joining a 

convoy with Emmanuel Church to the   

western Carolinas. They will be setting up a command 

center to help clean up efforts and to assist the people with 

provisions. Thanks to   generous    business and private 

donors, we raised $1500.00 in less than 24 hrs and present-

ed the provisions and funds to them. May God bless the 

people in western Carolina. The Grand du NC was happy 

to aid in the fund raising efforts. 

Directeur - Steve Slegers 
         steven.tink4748@gmail.com  

 

   The 105th Nationale Prom in 

Sandusky, Ohio was concluded on    

September 21, 2024.  Nationale allowed 

me to reacquaint myself once again with 

friends/Voyagers from around the U.S.  

It is a time for friendship renewal, but it 

is also a time to learn, first hand, about 

every Program within the 40 et 8.   

   The POW/MIA Scholarship Program has continued 

to flourish because everyone supports the  program 

and its responsibility to those who have        sacrificed 

so much for us. This year I had 18 Applications to 

review.  I received 8 new Applications, 4   second year 

returnees, 4 third year returnees, and 2 for their 4th and 

Senior year .  Thanks for the tremendous support 

throughout the year (especially from Cabane Natio-

nale) I was able to Award 18 Scholarships,    totaling 

$19,800.00.  Thank you everyone!!   

   The POW/MIA Committee Meeting met on     

Thursday afternoon to discuss where we did the right 

thing or sometimes the wrong thing.  Corrections are 

hopefully being taken care of.  POW/MIA Grande 

Directeurs need to be a part of our Newsletter updates.   

A Notion was passed to extend the eligibility for    

Application for a Scholarship.  It is now available up 

thru GREAT-GREAT GRANDCHILDREN of      

verifiable POW/MIAs.  Keep in mind that Trade and 

Business Schools are also eligible for these         

Scholarships. 

   This past year the POW/MIA Program opened an 

online capability to submit your Program hours, miles, 

and expenses.  The spreadsheet is designed to list  

every entry and automatically computes the monetary 

values for each item.  You are able to enter a often as 

you like ant the numbers compile everything for you.  

There is a drop down function that lists each Grande, 

so you can see at a glance what everyone is doing 

within the       Program.  This dropdown will make the 

Consolidated Report a matter of easily copying one 

line of numbers.  I had 11 Grandes this past year    

submit their numbers in this manner.  I hope everyone 

takes a look at this       program to see how simple it 

is..  You can access this site by going to the Emblem 

Sales dropdown to the   Programs.  Go to the POW/

MIA Consolidated Report Form and select the OQR 

Code at the bottom.   

   I have two new Sous Directeurs for this coming 

year.  Anthony Castillo of California and Tim Turner 

of     Indiana are two welcome additions to the POW/

MIA Committee.  My thanks go out to Ryan Killion of 

South Dakota and Lew Payne of Georgia for their  

contributions to our Program over the past years.  

Thank you both!!  The Areas of responsibility for my 

Sous Directeurs is listed below: 

Area �A��Frank Hirrill (CT, DE, DC, GER, ME, MD, 

NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT, VA) 

        40and8987@gmail.com 

        40and8987@gmail.com 

Area �B�� Tim Turner (AL, FL. FR, GA, IN, KY, LAT 

AM, MEX, MS, NC, TN, WV) 

      bucks_plumbing@outlook.com 

Area �C��Anthony Castillo (AR, CA, IL, IA, KS, LA, MI, 

MN, MO, NE, ND, SD, WI) 

orkx2@yahoo.com 

Area �D�� Ken Queen (AK, AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, 

OK, OR, TX, UT, WA, WY) 

Kcqueen1@cox.net 

I HAVE CHANED MY EMAIL PROVIDER.  MY 
NEW INFORMATION IS ANNOTATED IN THE 

HEADING OF THIS LETTER.   
   As always the 2025 Merchandise Pins are to one and all 

at a nominal fee of $4.00.  I also have prior years��pins and 

Bolo Ties for those who have not yet had the opportunity 

to acquire them.  Contact me for any merchandise needs 

you may have, whether for one or one hundred, I will get it 

to you. 

DO NOT FORGET OUR GOALS:  

Raising our Survivor Scholarship Fund  
Awareness 

Merchandise Sales 
Consolidated Reports 
POW/MIA Pin Design 

Directeur - John Edelblute IV 
Greetings to My Forty and Eight Family 

   I this article finds you all well and safe. For 

those who do not know me I am Voyageur 

John W Edelblute IV and I have been appoint-

ed you new Americanism  Directeur Nationale 

for this term. I hail out of the Grande du WI. I 

have been a     member of Le Societe for 19 

years and have been   active at Locale, Grande 

and Nationale  levels. This years AMERICANISM Team 

is looking    forward to     serving and working hard for all 

of you. 

    Our Americanism program falls under many different 

facets. Everything we do as a Voyageur falls under this 

category which includes all of the programs of the Forty 

and Eight. For the sake of a better term, the �Americanism 

Umbrella���Each program Directeur has their own way of 

running their program.  Program Directeur�s I am planning 

on working along side with you this year to help you 

through the Americanism program. I am looking forward it 

and will be reaching out to you. 

   Flags for First Graders is an absolutely wonderful part of 

Americanism. I know many of you as have I participated 

in supporting and providing this important educational tool 

in our local schools. As with many of you over the years I 

have added more educators, tools and props to help with 

the presentation. I hope that if your Locale has never held 

a Flags for First Graders before that you would seriously  

   Directeur - Steve Bradley 
The National Ritual Committee met September 19, at 

the 105th Promenade Nationale at the   

Kalahari Resorts and Convention Center in 

Sandusky. 40 Voyageurs were present 

representing 25 Grandes. 

   National Directeur Ritual Steve Bradley 

called the meeting to order with the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag. A prayer was offered by    

National Sous Ritual Directeur Gary Cox.  National 

Sous Directeur Ritual Bob Bradley took the minutes of 

the meeting. 

   Minutes of the last Ritual meeting were suspended 

with a notion, a second and a vote. 

   Chef de Chemin de Fer Frank Campo entered. He 

stressed the importance of our Ritual and the Ritual 

work of all Voyageurs and the Ritual committee. 

   Old Business: A notion was made, seconded and   

approved to correct a typo in the Birthday Celebration. 

   New Business: Three new passwords were introduced. 

A notion was made, seconded and approved to keep last 

year�s password. 

   A notion was made, seconded and approved to add a 

paragraph to the Ritual and Manual of Ceremonies   

regarding the Altar Cloth and visitors to a Promenade. 

In the Third Degree of a Wreck, following the Wrecking 

Chef�s instructions to the P.Gs. this will be added. 

����In the opening of a Promenade, the Aumonier places 

the Altar Cloth on the Altar which is in front of the Chef 

de Gare.  If guests are invited into a Promenade, the 

Chef de Gare will instruct the Aumonier to remove the 

Altar Cloth.  After the guests have been escorted from 

the room, the Chef de Gare will instruct the Aumonier to 

re-place the Altar Cloth on the Altar. In the closing of a 

Promenade, the Chef de Gare will instruct the Aumonier 

to remove the Altar Cloth.� 

    A notion was made, seconded and approved to change 

the last paragraph in the Wrecking Chef�s instructions 

concerning Prayer. 

   The new paragraph will read �During prayer, while 

standing, all Voyageurs except the Aumonier will place 

the Chapeau over their heart by inserting the right hand 

into the Chapeau, with the thumb on the outside.       

Following the prayer, all voyageurs will re-cover. 

   Regarding the Pow/MIA chair. A notion was made, 

seconded and approved to add to the Plan Of Voiture 

Promenade Room Instruction 2 is changed to �The Altar 

should be directly in front of (approximately 3-6 feet) 

the Chef de Gare. The official Altar Cloth, when spread 

over the Altar, faces the Chef de Train as does the 

POW/MIA chair. 

   The Directeur thanked everyone in attendance and the 

Committee for their participation in this Ritual         

Committee meeting. 

consider putting a team together and give it a shot. The 

program Itinerary is available on the Nationale Website. 

It is a wonderful script to follow along but your own 

little part to it to make it your own. Please let myself and 

the rest of the Americanism Team know about your flag 

for First Graders programs that you put. We want to 

hear about them and thank you. For doing what you do. 

   With Veteran�s Day right around the corner and the   

holidays too please keep these days close in your heart 

for remembering our fellow Veterans. Participate in 

your local Veterans Day events whenever possible. The 

holidays can be rough at times for those who do not 

have any family or friends to celebrate with. Please call 

and check on your fellow members of any organization 

you belong to and check on them. I know you have all 

heard the term �Buddy Check��� Please put this to use 

and make of it one of your Good Practices. 

   Please continue to promote the 2025 Americanism pin 

sale amongst your Locales and through out your Grande. 

Pin sales are a vital part of our fundraising for the      

Americanism committee to do their part to help our  

fellow Vets. 

   As a gentle push please start looking and talking about 

putting in a submission for the Nationale Americanisms 

Award. The guidelines are posted on the Nationale     

Website. It is always good to start early. Please let me 

know if you have any questions. The submissions need 

to be received to myself by June 1st so I can the         

recipient�s paperwork to Nationale by June 30th. 

   In closing, please keep on being a great American and 

remember that doing good for someone has no end . 
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   Grand du Arizona and members from Voiture 73 present flowers and a 

40&8 Certificate of Appreciation to Helen Webster for her exceptional 

support to the greater Tucson metro area Flags for 1st Graders program. 

Helen�s filipino luncheon fundraising efforts have generated over $1,500 

for this program alone this year.  Not only is she and her husband     

involved in raising funds for the program, she along with her husband 

(Willie Webster) are also flag 1st grade flag presenters. Currently,     

Voiture 73 has over 5,000 flags in preparation for this upcoming       

academic school year, where Voiture 73 plans on conducting flag 

presentations to 50-60 schools.  L to R:Willie Webster, Helen Webster, 

Steve 'Chico' Aguirre & Jon Upchurch  

   The Grande du New Hampshire held its yearly Merci Box Car Ceremony 

on  September 9th.  

   L to R: Seated Tony Travia Grande Chef NH, Steve Shillinglaw Grande 

NH Correspondent and John Tousignant Honorary French Consul NH. 

Speaking Jay Ruais Mayor of Manchester, NH and Standing Tony Rabbia  

Commissaire Intendant Grande NH.  

   Grand Chef de Gare (2nd term) Steve Dircks visited Voiture 414 

for their Promenade bringing back the Paul Bunyan gavel that      

originated in Minnesota. The Voyageurs that night raised $101.00 for 

Steve�s project this year which is Gaits of Hope.  

   On Sept 9th, National Sous Directeur of Child Welfare Terry Lee installed the newly electe

Officers of Voiture Locale # 795 of Naples, FL. A banquet meal followed. 

   Voiture 304 Jacksonville Florida presented a scholarship 

check and a nurse's watch to graduate Rachel Page during our 

Promenade On August 1st  

Grande du France  Janie Miller presented a young medic with a special 

Scholarship for an EMT - we did a special fundraiser for that in the form 

of a home-cooked 5-course French dinner. 

   On October 12th at the Tomah American Legion, Monroe County Voiture Locale # 804 hosted their

annual �Brown Collar�� Wreck where 10 new Voyageurs from the Grande de Wisconsin joined the

ranks of La Societe. Grand Chef de Gare Ken Laatsch was the Wrecking Chef. 

Voyageurs  visiting the Virginia Merci Boxcar  at the Virginia 

War Museum in Newport Beach 
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Directeur - Wayne Sorrentino 
   Greetings Voyageurs, Dames, and 

Friends, as the   Special Awards Directeur, 

it was my committee�s honor to host and 

present the Special Awards selectees for 

2024 in Sandusky, Ohio at Prom Nationale.  

I refrain from calling these four �Winners��

since, in my opinion, everyone who was 

nominated is a �Winner��� �Thank you    specifically to 

my six Sous Directeurs:  From the Grande du California, 

Sous Directeur and Judge for City or Town of the Year, 

Mildred S. Wright-Pearson.  From the Grande du  

Florida, Sous Directeur and Judge for Law Officer of the 

Year, Lawson Dukes.  From the Grande du South    

Dakota, Sous Directeur and Judge for HERO of the 

Year, Sean D Johnson.  From the Grande du Indiana, 

Sous Directeur and Judge for VOYAGEUR of the Year, 

Donald T Caudell, Jr.  From the Grande du Virginia, 

Sous Directeur and Assistant for Voyageur of the Year 

Geri Stephens.  From the Grande du      Arizona, Sous 

Directeur and Assistant for Hero of the Year, Ben    
Carrillo.  Thank you all for your untiring efforts and 

due diligence with performing your assigned tasks. Eve-

ry Grande should be submitting a nomination for EACH 

AWARD and those nominated & forwarded to Nationale 

should receive an award / plaque at the  Locale and 

Grande levels even if not selected for the Nationale 

award, and with appropriate publicity.  PR is necessary 

to promote our Great 40 & 8 Organization and to assist 

in achieving our membership goals. 

Without further ado, I give you our 2024 Award        

Recipients and their Biographies. 

VOYAGEUR OF THE YEAR 
   The Voyageur of the Year for 2024 is Voyageur James 

Sweeney from Voiture 1031, Grande du Texas. 

   Invited into La Société in March 1992 while stationed 

in Schweinfurt, Germany, Jim Sweeney became active 

immediately as Drapeau and a member of the Wrecking 

Crew of V-1524. 

   In 2000, Jim transferred to V-1261 in Kansas where he 

served as Grand Youth Sports Directeur, Grand        

Conducteur, Locale Garde de la Porte, Locale Lampiste 

and Locale Chef de Gare.  Jim was recognized as Locale 

Chef de Gare of the Year in Kansas in 1999. 

   Jim transferred to V-1031 of Texas where he served as 

Locale Conducteur, Locale Commissaire Intendant,  

Locale Chef de Train and Locale Chef de Gare. 

   In 2023 Jim was elected as Grand Chef de Train du 

Texas and stepped up to run the Central States Prom 

when the Grand Chef was unable to attend. 

   Jim represents La Société at the Central Texas Area 

Veterans Advisory Committee which provides commu-

nications among area veterans organizations, to promote 

and coordinate activities of interest to the military and 

retired community and to cooperate with other civic and 

fraternal organizations. 

   Jim has donated many hours to Meals on Wheels and 

continues to do so. 

   Under his leadership, V-1031 has donated food to  

children in need through the Killeen Independent School 

District. 

   Jim worked tirelessly to regain the tax-exempt status 

for V-1031 after a previous Commissaire Intendant    

inadvertently allowed the exemption to slip into         

revocation. 

   Jim, along with a group of veteran volunteers,        

frequently gather to honor unaccompanied Veterans  

funerals at the Central Texas Cemetery. 

   Jim and members of V-1031 have brough back the 

Flag for First Graders Program in their area, visiting 14 

schools and distributing over 1100 flags in the Killeen 

area. 

   Jim, thank you for all you do for La Société.  May I  

present to you the Nationale Voyageur of the Year for 

2024, James Sweeney of the Grande du Texas. 

HERO OF THE YEAR 
   HERO of the Year 2024 is Trooper John Berndt of the 

Highway Patrol of the Grande du South Dakota. 

John and his wife Tanya live in Aberdeen, SD and have 

been married for 23 years.  They have two sons, Tyler 

and Mason.  Tyler enlisted in the North Dakota Air   

National Guard upon graduation in 2023 and attends 

North Dakota University.  Mason is a high school junior, 

active in sports and other activities. 

   John is an Army veteran, assigned to B Btry 2/147FA in 

Aberdeen, SD from 1997 to 2006.  He was deployed to OIF2 

in 2003 as the Rear Detachment NCO.  He entered the South 

Dakota Highway Patrol Academy, graduating in 2006      

becoming a State Trooper.  John has been employed with the 

SD Highway Patrol for 24 years. 

   John was awarded the District 1 DUI Apprehension Award 

in 2008 and the Criminal Interdiction Award in 2010.  He 

also received the VFW Post 17 Gold Star Award in 2018 and 

the Superintendent�s Award for Bravery in 2024. 

Additionally, John has been a Drug Recognition Expert, 

Field Training Officer, Forensic Mapper, Assistant Squad 

Leader, Motor Carrier Trooper, Crash Reconstructionist, 

Unmanned Aircraft System Pilot and District Crash Coordi-

nator.  He has attended over 1,000 hours of advanced crash 

reconstruction training and has investigated over 100 fatal 

crashes.  John instructs crash investigation courses to     

agencies across the state. 

   On August 8, 2023, John was on duty working on patrol at 

the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally.  John observed and then    

assisted a motorist attempting to jump start his vehicle.  John 

quickly realized something was not right with one of the 

subjects and he was able to get a Good Samaritan, who was 

assisting Fluty, away from him and to safety.  As John 

worked through the encounter, Fluty was uncooperative, 

failed to identify himself, and was displaying a sovereign 

citizen type demeanor.  By the time Dispatch had confirmed 

the vehicle and several weapons inside were stolen from 

Rawlings, Wyoming, Fluty had fled into the woods and the 

several hours search for him was unsuccessful.  Fluty was 

involved in an armed robbery / shooting incident in Rapids 

City the day before. 

   The following day, Trooper John was again on patrol at the 

rally.  Around 1000, John observed Fluty and immediately 

confronted him.  Knowing Fluty was armed and there were 

approx. 100 people at the �Big �D�� gas station across the 

street, John flanked Fluty to the east in an attempt to keep 

the public safe so Fluty could not run into the crowd with a 

weapon.  Fluty produced a gun from his waistband and fired 

at Trooper John who was able to avoid getting hit.  Fluty ran 

towards Trooper John�s car in an attempt to steal it but 

John�s Tremco device was active so Fluty would be unable 

to get the car into gear.  Trooper John took cover and      

engaged Fluty, firing his duty weapon along with an off-duty 

Minnesota deputy sheriff who came to his aid.  Fluty was 

struck several times, ultimately surrendered and was taken 

into custody. 

   Fluty admitted to Attempted First Degree Murder (Law 

Enforcement) and Commission of a Felony While Armed 

with a Firearm.  He faced 75 years in prison and was       

ultimately sentenced to 54 years a few days ago in Mead 

County Circuit Court. 

   May I present Trooper John Berndt of the South Dakota 

Highway Patrol, the 40&8 Societies��Nationale Hero of the 

Year for 2024. 

CITY / TOWN OF THE YEAR 
  City of the Year is Anaheim from the Grande du California. 

Anaheim�s support for Veterans extends to Online Veteran 

Resources allowing active-duty personnel, Veterans and 

their families to receive information about current programs 

and promotions in Anaheim.  Understanding the challenge of 

returning to the civilian workforce, the Anaheim Workforce 

Connection gives priority services to Veterans seeking    

employment.  The city website promotes job fairs, both in 

and near the city, to improve their citizens�� employment  

prospects. 

Housing in Southern California is expensive, and the major 

effect is homelessness.  The Anaheim Housing Authority 

gives preference to Veterans when assigning housing   

vouchers for those who live or work in the city of Anaheim.  

Vouchers are offered to assist Veteran families where rent is 

over 30% of their income.  They also provide information on 

several state and non-profit programs which offer housing 

assistance, home loan programs and shelter programs.     

Discounts of 10% - 12% on utilities can be applied to      

Veterans.  Assistance comes in several forms, which makes 

Anaheim a Veteran-friendly community. 

As an expression of the city�s gratitude to Anaheim�s      

Veterans and active-duty members, banners honoring their 

service are flown on light poles throughout the city.  They 

also have special banners and a webpage honoring fallen 

heroes to assure their sacrifice is not forgotten. 

Raising awareness of Veterans within the community,     

Anaheim pays tribute to their veteran residents with ceremo-

nies honoring veterans.  Anaheim was designated as a Purple 

Heart City in 2014.  Ceremonies honoring veterans are   

hosted by the city including Memorial Day, Fourth of July,  

Flag Day and Veterans Day.  This is in stark contrast 

to surrounding cities who have been eliminating their 

city-hosted ceremonies. 

   Active-duty support is provided by the City of     

Anaheim Marine Adoption Committee.  They provide 

community support through private donations for the 

Marines of the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit 

(MEU).  The committee has been helping Marines 

and Sailors since 2007. 

   The city of Anaheim will soon add another accolade 

as the Home of the Southern California State Veterans 

Cemetery, continuing their long tradition of support-

ing veterans and honoring their service, with a     

prospective site along the State Route 91 Freeway in 

the city. 

   Unfortunately, the Mayor of Anaheim, Ashleigh   

Aitken was unable to attend Prom.  The 40&8 Society 

thanks the city�s leaders for your support for your 

local veterans.  May I present the 40&8 Society�s City 

of the Year for 2024, Anaheim, California. 

LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
   The Law Officer of the Year for 2024 is Patrol   

Officer Peter Eberling of the Bolingbrook Police  

Department of the Grande du Illinois. 

  On August 20, 2023, officers were dispatched to the 

100 block of South Bolingbrook Drive for the report 

of shots fired.  While headed to the scene, officers 

learned the offender had committed a retail theft, and 

after being confronted, shot at the business with an 

unknown type of firearm. 

   Officer Eberling located the suspect and attempted 

to make contact.  The suspect ran toward a residence 

with Officer Eberling pursuing, while giving verbal 

commands for the suspect to stop and lay down on the 

ground.  The suspect ran into a residence in the 100 

block of Briarcliff Road.  Officer Eberling then     

observed the suspect reappear with a handgun and the 

suspect began shooting at Officer Eberling, striking 

him in the abdomen and the leg.  Officer Eberling 

returned fire, and although shot and bleeding,     

maintained sight of the suspect, and relayed     

information to dispatch of what had occurred.  Fellow 

officers arrived to assist and transported him to the 

hospital for treatment of his injuries.  The offender 

was later placed into custody following a standoff at 

the residence. 

   Officer Eberling was treated and released from the 

hospital a few days later.  The release from the     

hospital was only the beginning for Officer Eberling.  

The hard part was beginning the physical and     

emotional recovery from this traumatic incident. 

   In just six short months, Officer Eberling returned 

to full duty.  His determination to return to full duty 

was nothing short of astounding and his determination 

is a model for all to follow. 

   Officer Eberling received the Bolingbrook Police 

Department Medal of Valor for his actions during this 

incident.  Officer Eberling was awarded the Boling-

brook Police Department Purple Heart for injuries 

sustained in the line of duty.  Officer Eberling was 

selected by his peers as the Police Officer of the Year 

for 2023.  His actions were consistent with the best 

traditions of law enforcement and the Bolingbrook 

Police Department. 

   Our National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 

for 2024 is Officer Peter Eberling of the Bolingbrook 

Police Department from the Grande du Illinois. 

Irving M. �HAL��Halpern Award 
The Irving M. �HAL��Halpern Award is presented to 

the Grande whose nominee was selected as our Law 

Officer of the Year.  We proudly present this award to 

the Grand Chef de Gare du Texas, Keith A. Reiss, Jr. 

William P. Lyons Award 
   The William P. Lyons Award is annually presented 

to the Grande whose nominee was selected as our     

HERO of the Year.  This award was presented to the 

Grand Chef de Gare du South Dakota, Sean D.    

Johnson. 

   Thank you all for your continued support of the 

Special Awards Program. 

Thank you to one and all for your kind attention. 

God Bless our troops and God Bless America. 
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The ugly Christmas sweater contest at the Great  

Okie Wreck in Lawton. 

Directeur - Frank Angelo 
Greetings Voyageurs, 

   I hope this article finds you doing 

well.  The information I am working 

from is from 24 October 2024      

Membership updates from Nationale.  I 

wanted to have the most up-to-date 

statistics when I wrote this article,  

before my deadline.   

   We are very fortunate to basically 

have the same Membership Team that we had from 

last year.  I really did not have to make very many 

changes to my email distribution list.  Membership is 

still the lifeblood to this Organization and every other 

organization out there.  We have  outstanding        

programs to give assistance to a variety of needs, but 

we need the members to make these     programs   

successful.      

   We still need to get our 40 & 8 name out.  I still 

wear something every day that has something to do 

with our organization on it.  We want to get to the 

point when we ask someone if they have heard of us, 

and they respond yes.  Currently you could ask ten 

veterans if they have ever heard of the 40 & 8 at least 

70% or more of them are going to say NO.             

Unfortunately, when this Organization was formed, 

we were formed as a secret society.  We must get our 

name out there and what we do to help generate     

interest in 40 & 8. 

   At Promenade Nationale Membership meeting we 

approved the modification to our Nomination for 

Membership form.  The modification was adding the 

email address to the City, State, Zip line.  Please make 

sure if you have not downloaded the new form please 

do so and use that one.  The email address is a great 

tool to have, while trying to contact our Voyageurs.  

Hopefully everyone carries at least one membership 

form with them, so they have it when they need it, the 

wallet size is an excellent option.  

    Hopefully, everyone knows the Nationale website 

https:www.fortyandeight.org the website has been 

redesigned and it is more user friendly.  The contact 

information is now password protected.  I am not  

going to put the password out in this nonsecure      

publication.  We can get the password to you in a  

secure platform.  We still must get out of the previous 

mindset of having to be a Legionnaire for several 

years, before being invited into our Organization.  We 

still need to retain, recruit and bring back our former 

Voyageurs that have strayed away from us for      

whatever reason.                       

   Our current Membership stands at 7,009 paid    

members with a 45.72% of our goal.  We are currently 

behind last year�s pace by 712 members.  I know the 

Membership Team that has been assembled from   

Nationale, Grande to the Locale is working very hard 

for you so we can achieve our GOAL of 100% in 

Membership!  Every Voyageur is part of the        

Membership Team, so if you think someone would be 

a good Voyageur Invite them.  I know WE can 

achieve our goal of 100% plus in Membership.  If you 

are reading this article and do not have your 2025 

Membership Card, please reach out to your Locale 

Voiture and pay your dues.    

   If anyone needs any assistance from the membership 

team, please do not hesitate to reach out to us either by 

email or phone and we will gladly do whatever we can 

to assist.  We have great programs in this Outstanding 

Organization, but we need the members to make those 

programs successful.   

Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Lonnie Haynes 

Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Robert Hickey 

Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Ralph Turner 

Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Nick Weyers 

MEMBERSHIP 2025
October 31st

 AREA 2024 2025 PERCENT
ALABAMA 3 102 49 48.04%
ALASKA 1 142 49 34.51%
ARIZONA 1 325 109 33.54%
ARKANSAS 3 60 19 31.67%
CALIFORNIA 2 558 342 61.29%
COLORADO 1 51 32 62.75%
CONNECTICUT 4 102 66 64.71%
DELAWARE 2 26 20 76.92%
DIST OR COLUMBIA 2 15 4 26.67%
FLORIDA 3 504 245 48.61%
FRANCE 3 98 64 65.31%
GEORGIA 3 313 69 22.04%
GERMANY 4 63 62 98.41%
IDAHO 1 88 65 73.86%
ILLINOIS 2 882 346 39.23%
INDIANA 1 1907 941 48.51%
IOWA 2 190 65 34.21%
KANSAS 2 310 126 40.65%
KENTUCKY 3 160 49 30.63%
LATIN AMERICA 2 13 4 30.77%
LOUISIANA 3 462 227 49.13%
MAINE 4 76 32 42.11%
MARYLAND 4 198 100 50.51%
MASSACHUSETTS 4 86 37 43.02%
MICHIGAN 4 673 270 40.12%
MINNESOTA 4 803 375 46.70%
MISSISSIPPI 3 124 79 63.71%
MISSOURI 1 633 316 49.92%
MONTANA 1 73 30 41.10%
NEBRASKA 2 261 116 44.44%
NEVADA 1 15 17 113.33%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 1 59 25 42.37%
NEW JERSEY 2 35 27 77.14%
NEW MEXICO 1 5 4 80.00%
NEW YORK 4 615 382 62.11%
NORTH CAROLINA 3 403 159 39.45%
NORTH DAKOTA 2 153 43 28.10%
OHIO 3 884 420 47.51%
OKLAHOMA 2 92 62 67.39%
OREGON 1 116 67 57.76%
PENNSYLVANIA 4 797 323 40.53%
SOUTH CAROLINA 3 221 108 48.87%
SOUTH DAKOTA 2 296 153 51.69%
TENNESSEE 3 61 6 9.84%
TEXAS 2 227 138 60.79%
UTAH 1 1 0 0.00%
VERMONT 2 29 22 75.86%
VIRGINIA 3 307 245 79.80%
WASHINGTON 1 392 148 37.76%
WEST VIRGINIA 3 134 35 26.12%
WISCONSIN 4 755 459 60.79%
WYOMING 1 5 7 140.00%
V2000  429 86 20.05%
TOTALS  15329 7244 47.26%

AREA 2024 2025 Percent
   
Area - 4 4168 2062 49.47% 1st Place 
Lonnie Haynes    
Area - 2 3087 1468 47.55% 2nd Place 
Nick Weyers 
Area - 1 3812 1810 47.48% 3rd Place 
Ralph Turner 
Area - 3 3833 1774 46.28% 4th Place 
Robert Hickey  
V-2000 429 86 20.05%
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Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Paul J. Emmert Sr. 
345 Moores Branch Cir 
Westminster, MD. 21158 
443-745-1948 
pjemmertsr@comcast.net 
 

Correspondant National 
Ronald W Rolfes Jr. 
7701 Willow Brook Ct. 
Hudson, FL. 34667 
727-267-0371 
corrnat@fortyandeight.org 
 

Sous Correspondant National 
Terry Sims 
714 Walnut St. 
Greenfield, IN. 46140 
260-541-0213 
terrygs408@gmail.com  
 

Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 
Robert Hickey 
1204 Phipps Ave. 
Greensboro, NC. 27405 
617-283-7195 
rhickeyusmc93@gmail.com 
 

Nickolas Weyers 
1232 N Chipper Ln 
Wichita, KS.67212 
316-734-3877 
nweyers@gmail.com 
 

Lonnie Haynes 
506 Mill St. 
Leslie, MI. 49251 
517-652-2827 
carrie.haynes@ymail.com 
 

Ralph Turner 
P. O. Box 112 
Richland, MO. 65556 
573-528-7424 
ralph.n.turner@hotmail.com 
 

Aide de Camp 
David E. Kessling 
92 Eves St. 
Pt Matilda, PA. 16870 
814-308-2580 
davekessling@comcasr.net 
 

Brenda Dougan 
13290 Penimar Rd. 
Waynesboro, PA. 17268 
717-387-5844 
baadougan@aol.com 
 

Charles Ellis 
2299 Brighton Henrietta 
Rochester, NY. 14623 
585-615-2513 
wterloo555@outlook.com 
 

Edward Martin 
860 E Cindy St. 
Chandler, AZ. 85225 
480-272-1569 
eemartineee@yahoo.com 
 

Mike Worrel 
7190 N Roanoke Rd Apt 6 
Huntington, IN.  46750 
260-341-3854 
mjworrel46@gmail.com 
 

Curt Renard 
1509 N Wheatridge St 
Wichita, KS. 67235 
316-207-6448 
ksgrandcorrespondant@gmail.com 
 

Aumonier National 
Richard Bower 
13211 Fairfax Rd 
Hagerstown, MD. 21740 
301-393-8984 
chaprichbower@gmail.com 

 

Sous Aumonier National 
James Bowman 
2517 Yow Rd. 
Greensboro, NC. 27407 
336-292-8794 
sgmjbowman@gmail.com 
 

Avocat National 
William Stroud 
305 McDade Rd. 
Elm Grove, LA. 71051 
337-591-2816 
wstroud040@gmail.com 
 

Kenneth R. Preston Sr. 
8950 N St. RT 49 
Greenville, OH. 45331 
937-623-3057 
hoboken40@roadrunner.com 
 

Michelle A. May 
7007 Fox Glove Dr. 
Charlotte, NC. 28226 
704-364-5593 
may.michelle@outlook.com  

Commissaire Intendant National 
Daniel E. Dumas 
PO Box 2114 
Toluka Lake, CA. 91610 
818-288-4816 
ci.408.ca@gmail.com 
 

Sous Commissaire Intendant  
Terry Sims 
714 Walnut St. 
Greenfield, IN. 46140 
260-541-0213 
terrygs408@gmail.com  
 

Randal L. Gregor 
2684 Ramparte Path 
Holt, MI. 48842 
517-256-0259 
rgregor27@aol.com 
 

Finance Committee 
Michael McGary 
9504 Chariot Ave. 
Fairhope, AL. 36532 
260-627-8911 
mpmcgary@frontier.com 
 

Conducteur National 
Thomas Wellman 
142 W Hanover St. PO Box 442 
Biglerville, PA. 17307 
717-359-9441 
tomwell@centurylink.net 
 

Drapeau National 
Charles Ellis 
2299 Brighton Henrietta 
Rochester, NY. 14623 
585-615-2513 
wterloo555@outlook.com 
 

Garde de La Porte Nationaux 
Kevin Kiebler 
12370 330th Ave 
Blue Earth, MN. 56013 
mn40and8@gmail.com 
 

Garde de La Porte Nationaux 
David Stephens 
2943 Sand Hills Dr. 
Chester, VA. 23831 
804-405-0268 
bigdave0627@yahoo.com 
 

Historian National 
Robert Graves 
515 S. 5th St. 
Herington, KS. 67449 
785-366-0094 
nursestraining2021@gmail.com 
 

Sous Historian National 
Richard Dougan 
PO Box 455 
Cascade, MD. 21719 
301-241-5054 
ridouganjr@aol.com 
 

Lampiste National 
Mitch Newell 
675 W Business Hwy 30 Apt 34 
Columbia City, IN. 46725 
260-530-6541 
Nnewell_mitchell@yahoo.com 
 

L�Editeur National 
Thomas J. Orval 
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038 
920-699-5676  920-253-3064 
wigrandvoiture@spectrum.net  
 

Sous L�Editeur National 
James T. Olson 
38426 250th St. 
Amboy, MN. 56010 
507-525-2957 
olson457@gmail.com  
 

Medicin National 
Michael Robberstad 
1275 Dorval Ave NW 
Salem, OR. 97304 
503-949-1275 
robberstadm25@gmail.com 
 

Medicin National Emeritus 
Kenneth C. Lafleur 
1108 Katherine Dr. 
Opelousas, LA. 70570 
337-948-1246 
klafleur@earthlink.net 
 

Sous Medicin National 
Richard Dougan 
PO Box 455 
Cascade, MD. 21719 
301-241-5054 
ridouganjr@aol.com 
 

Recorder National 
Dale A. Mitchell 
N9470 Haltur Ln. 
Eagle WI. 53119 
262-495-2638 
dmitchell012@centurytel.net 

Advisory Committee 
Willard �Rick��Williams 
4862 E. Circle NW 
Cleveland, TN. 37312 
423-716-3370 
rickwilliams0548@gmail.com 
 

Russell McCarthy 
355 La Roche Ct. 
Merritt Island, FL. 32953 
321-452-7176 
macpat408@aol.com  
 

Arnold J Noonan 
20165 Hwy 28 
Dixon, MO. 65459 
573-872-9068 
ajnoonan2004@yahoo.com 
 

Joseph Donovan 
4660 N. River Rd. SPC 12 
Oceanside, CA. 92057 
760-721-9405 
jdonovan4660@hotmail.com 
 

Jim Maxwell 
6409 Bayberry Dr. 
Ft. Wayne, IN. 46825 
260-515-3982 
jimmax6@frontier.com 
 

Ardery Child Welfare Trust 
 

Bill Simpson 
288 Mayfield Dr. 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
843-509-3109 
wsimpson204@comcast.net 
 

Frank W. Kronen 
6903 Chapel Ln. 
N. Ridgeville, OH. 44039 
216-210-1898 
fwkron@gmail.com 
 

John T. Digilio Jr. 
1430 Manor Ln. 
Bay Shore, NY. 11706 
631-968-9216 
ChefJohnDigilio@aol.com 
 

Boland Nurses Training Trust 
G. Patrick Beamer 
2894 Forest Ridge Dr. 
Fernandina Beach, FL. 32034 
904-261-6416 
gpatbeamer@bellsouth.net 
 

Donald W. Emley 
1031 Lincoln St. 
Antigo, WI. 54409 
715-216-5736 
bopabear37@charter.net 
 

Mark C. Moots 
3112 Sunrise Dr. 
Guntersville, AL. 35976 
256-582-5782 
moots@charter.net 
 

Committee on Committee 
William J. Jamnick 
7835 Munger Rd. 
Ypsilanti, MI. 48197 
724-395-1935 
wjamnick@comcast.net 
 

Bill Simpson 
288 Mayfield Dr. 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
843-509-3109 
wsimpson204@comcast.net 
 

Mark C. Moots 
3112 Sunrise Dr. 
Guntersville, AL. 35976 
256-582-5782 
moots@charter.net 
 

Executive Committee 
Janice Hearn 
131 WoolridgeSt. 
Big Clifty, KY. 42712 
270-242-4818 
janicehearn@rocketmail.com 
 

Nickolas Weyers 
1232 N Chipper Ln 
Wichita, KS.67212 
316-734-3877 
nweyers@gmail.com 
 

Jim Scott 
3250 Adams Dr. #1 
Fairbanks, AK. 99709 
907-322-2752 
scottydog1124@gmail.com 
 

Trophy &  Awards 
Verlin Funkhouser 
11100 Cherry Point St. 
Paris, IL. 61944 
217-463-4020 
vfunkhouser@frontier.com 
 
 

Wallace Hammond 
1028 W. Hickey St. 
Canton, IL. 61520 
309-338-8332 
mrbear812@sbcglobal.net��
�

TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE 
Jim Maxwell 
6409 Bayberry Dr. 
Ft. Wayne, IN. 46825 
260-515-3982 
jimmax6@frontier.com 
 

Rick Williams 
4862 E. Circle NW 
Cleveland, TN. 37312 
423-716-3370 
rickwilliams0548@gmail.com  
 

Joe Dolwig 
1502 US Hwy 52 
New Richmond, OH. 45157 
513-553-6302 
jdolwig132@gmail.com 
 

Randy Page 
1330 E Oak Shore Dr. 
Rome City, IN. 46784 
260-349-5312 
norran47@frontier.com 
 

Time and Place Advisor 
Ronald W Rolfes Jr. 
7701 Willow Brook Ct. 
Hudson, FL. 34667 
727-267-0371 
cornat@fortyandeight.org 
 

Photographe National 
Gary D. Cox 
2365 Parkway Dr. SE 
Cleveland, TN. 37323 
423-364-9119 
gcoxphoto@yahoo.com 
 

Sous Photographe National 
Richard Dougan 
PO Box 455 
Cascade, MD. 21719 
301-241-5054 
ridouganjr@aol.com 
 

Publiciste National 
Bruce J. Kouba 
439 S. Dellrose St. 
Wichita, KS. 67218 
316-734-9807 
brucekouba@att.net 
 

AMERICANISM 
Directeur 
John Edelblute 
3952 E Edgerton Ave 
Cudahy, WI. 53110 
262-212-0209 
edelblutejohn@gmail.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s Americanism 
Robert C. Brown 
837 E. Cyrene St. 
Carson, CA. 90746 
310-516-0427 
bobbrown252@hotmail.com 
 

Michael D. Hall 
5724 Devon Ave. 
El Paso, TX. 79924 
915-244-1801 
hallmd1973@outlook.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s Flags 
Ralph Binion 
455 S 10th E 
Mountain Home, ID. 83647 
208-514-8919 
rabinion@yahoo.com 
 

Andrew Berry 
1064 Merlin Dr 
Niskayuna, NY. 12309 
518-393-9636 
dr.andrerw.s.berry@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer - Emeritus 
Milton C. Harrison 
127 Chimney Ln. 
Haughton, LA. 71037 
318-949-8079 
miltonh388@suddenlink.net 
 

Treasurer 
Ronald Garland 
4559 Whispering Inlet Dr. 
Jacksonville, FL. 32277 
904-316-9251 
Rgarland46@bellsouth.net 

 

Advisor 
Ted D. Lang 
13506 IL Hwy 1 
Paris, IL. 61944 
217-466-8860 
tlang1941@gmail.com 
 
  

CARVILLE STAR 
Directeur 
Tom Adams 
5916 Oak Bayou Ln. 
Ocean Springs, MS. 39564 
228-872-3200 
rxdoc@bellsouth.net 
 

Sous Directeur - Emeritus 
Ronald L. Diebold 
344 Getzville Rd. 
Amherst, NY. 14226 
716-836-9617 
dadiebold2002@yahoo.com 

 

Sous Directeur�s  
Stephen A. Villegas 
1160 Stellar Way 
Milpitas, CA. 95035 
408-309-9158 
spummer1@gmail.com 
 

Thomas J. Orval 
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038 
920-699-5676  920-253-3064 
wigrandvoiture@spectrum.net  
 

Ross Freeman 
25 Back Winterport Rd 
Winterport, ME. 04496 
207-223-5950 
ross.freeman572@gmail.com 
 

Carol Barker 
1427 Wiley Lewis Rd 
Greensboro, NC. 27406 
336-209-7934 
c130baby@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Tom Emerson 
615 W. 3rd Ave 
Garnett, KS. 66032 
785-204-2573 
tomesr@live.com 
 

Advisor 
Kenneth C. Lafleur 
1108 Katherine Dr. 
Opelousas, LA. 70570 
337-948-1246 
klafleur@earthlink.net 
 
CHILD WELFARE 
Directeur 
Tim Evans 
2957 N Pepper Ridge Ct. 
Wichita, KS. 67205 
316-644-8547 
evans.tim.te@gmail.com 

 

Sous Directeur�s 
Norman W. Crawford 
P. O. Box 21 
Windfall, IN. 46076 
765-945-7033 
Storman59@gmail.com 
 

Robert T Lee 
3339 Claremont Rd 
Jacksonville, FL. 32207 
904-504-5731 
toplee4661@gmail.com 
 

Frank Matlock 
16108 NE 33rd Ave. 
Ridgefield, WA. 98642 
360-573-2338 
raymat99@yahoo.com 

 

Brian Masterson 
2740 Donner Ave 
North Charleston, SC. 29406 
843-670-2627 
bmasterson@usa.net  

 

Secretaire - Treasurer 
Debra Reynolds 
12383 162nd Ter. 
Mcalpin, FL. 32062 
843-729-6011 
1ladynavyvet@gmail.com  
 

Advisor 
Terry G. Sims 
714 Walnut St. 
Greenfield, IN. 46140 
260-541-0213 
terrygs408@gmail.com   
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Directeur 
Franklin V. Angelo 
132 Sawmill Rd. 
St. Robert, MO. 65584 
217-241-1840 
franklin.v.angelo408@gmail.com  
 

Sous Directeur�s  
Howard L Darter 
4301 La Romita St 
Pahrump, NV. 89061 
949-412-1167 
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Curt Renard 
1509 N Wheatridge St. 
Wichita, KS. 67235 
316-207-6448 
cs1renard@yahoo.com  
 

Thomas A. Reesman 
4117 Cherokee Trail 
Gainesville, GA. 30504 
678-943-2324 
reesmanta@yahoo.com 
 

Alison Thompson-Hall 
5724 Devon Ave. 
El Paso, TX. 79924 
915-244-1799 
alisonthompson-
hall@outlook.com  
 

Advisor 
Rick Williams 
4862 E. Circle NW 
Cleveland, TN. 37312 
423-716-3370 
rickwilliams0548@gmail.com  
 

NATIONAL BOX CAR ASSOC 
Directeur 
Steven Dircks 
2201 6th St. N 
St. Cloud MN. 56303 
320-237-3666 
salcomm1@aol.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s 
Michael Peats 
80359 Allison Rd. 
Covington, LA. 70435 
985-893-4457 
M484048@bellsouth.net 
 

David E. Kessling 
92 Eves St. 
Pt Matilda, PA. 16870 
814-308-2580 
davekessling@comcast.net 

 

Dennis Matarrese 
1431 148th Ave. 
San Leandro, CA. 94578 
510-352-3485 
dlmatar@juno.com 
 

David  Knutson 
932 Medina 
Leander, TX. 78641 
512-736-2377 
djk3002@yahoo.com 
 

Vance Chartier 
1702 Harvest Rd 
Hays, KS. 67601 
785-623-6747 
kansasmerciboxcar@outlook.com 
 

Fred Mullis 
2012 Sansus Dr. 
W Columbia, SC. 29170 
803-413-8946 
65bbstacker@gmail.com 

 

Secretaire - Treasurer 
Virgil L. Blum 
7511 S. 128th St. 
Omaha, NE. 68138 
402-715-5873 
virg4huskers@yahoo.com 
 

Advisor 
William J. Jamnick 
7835 Munger Rd. 
Ypsilanti, MI. 48197 
734-395-1935 
wjamnick@comcast.net 
 
NURSES TRAINING 
Directeur 
Kevin Johnson 
16810A Huntington Ln 
St. Robert, MO. 65584 
573-452-1157 
kthomasj01@cloud.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s  
David Killeen 
PO Box 1389 
Waskom, TX. 75692 
903-926-1080 
dpkilleen@comcast.net 
 

Kevin J. Owens 
2249 Commercial St. 
N Bend, OR. 97459 
541-756-2390 
kkaowens@msn.com 
 

Jeffery T. Molitor 
19 Sweezy St. 
Patchogue, NY. 11772 
631-730-8242 
voiture713@gmail.com 
 

Todd P. Mcilrath 
93 Liberty St. 
Milan, OH. 44846 
419-499-4307 
dagidy@aol.com  
 

 

Michelle A. May 
7007 Fox Glove Dr. 
Charlotte, NC. 28226 
704-364-5593 
may.michelle@outlook.com  
 

William P Huber 
3921 Glenmere Dr 
Myrtle Beach, SC. 29588 
443-425-0244 
wmphuber@aol.com 

 

Treasurer 
Ralph Turner 
P. O. Box 112 
Richland, MO. 65556 
573-528-7424 
ralph.n.turner@hotmail.com 
 

Advisor 
Kenneth C. Lafleur 
1108 Katherine Dr. 
Opelousas, LA. 70570 
337-948-1246 
klafleur@earthlink.net 
�������	
Directeur 
Steven W. Slegers 
8503 NE 13th St. 
Vancouver, WA. 98664 
360-260-9403 
s.t.slegers@q.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s  
Franklin Hirrill 
8929 State Route 12E 
Chaumont, NY. 13622 
505-227-4882 
40and8.987@gmail.com  
 

Kenneth R. Queen 
4718 S Adelle Cir. 
Mesa, AZ. 85212 
480-358-6923 
kcqueen1@cox.net 
 

Anthony Castillo 
1524 Sheldon Dr 
Modesto, CA. 95350 
209-765-4713 
orkx2@yahoo.com 
 

Tim Turner 
859 S Harrison St 
Shelbyville, IN. 46176 
317-512-4581 
bucks_plumbing@outlook.com 
 

Secretaire/Treasurer 
James C. Bassett 
7161 Clarks Point Rd. 
Winneconne, WI. 54986 
920-836-3530 
jamescbassett@gmail.com  
 

Advisor 
Robert Molina 
757 W Hatfield 
Tucson, AZ. 85706 
520-400-3217 
bbmolinas@aol.com 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Directeur  
Renslar R. Keagle  
8714 Marble Dr.  
El Paso, TX 79904  
915-346-6099   
renslarkeagle@yahoo.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s 
Lou Michaels 
1641 Cumberland St. Apt # 27 
St. Paul, MN. 55117 
651-489-8006 
louthephoyoguy@gmail.com 

 

Victor I. Graulau 
5075 Lambsgate LN 
Woodbridge, VA. 22193 
703-864-0113 
vgraulaujr@gmail.com 
 

David K. Cook 
23540 Cor Ave Box # 3 
Raymond, OH. 43067 
937-243-2749 
grandeduohio@outlook.com  
 

Jordan Wieber 
147 N Tracy 
Wichita, KS. 67212 
509-294-2104 
jordwieb@yahoo.com 
 

Advisor 
Mark C. Moots 
3112 Sunrise Dr. 
Guntersville, AL. 35976 
256-582-5782 
moots@charter.net  
 
 
 
 
�

 

RITUAL 
Directeur 
Stephan J. Bradley 
233 Park St. 
Antigo, WI. 54409 
715-216-0776 
stevepkst@gmail.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s  
Robert Bradley 
36 E. Maggie Ct. 
Wendell, NC. 27591 
919-455-7354 
bkbrad2009@yahoo.com 
 

Courtland Bradbury 
155 Sunset Dr. 
Auburn, CA. 95603 
530-888-8188 
cdbradbury@att.net 
 

Advisor 
Russ McCarthy 
355 La Roche Ct. 
Merritt Island, FL. 32953 
321-452-7176 
macpat408@aol.com 
 

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Directeur 
Wayne P. Sorrentino 
85 McNaughton Ave. 
Cheektowaga, NY. 14225 
716-891-5164 
wayne.sorrentino868@gmail.com 
 

Sous Directeur�s  
Hero of the Year 
Ben Carrillo 
837 E Cedar Dr. 
Chandler, AZ. 85249 
602-758-5189 
b_carrillo@yahoo.com 
 

Ernest Hill Jr 
329 Applewood Dr. 
Reevesville, SC. 29471 
843-563-1696 
gunner39a@gmail.com 

 

Sous Directeur�s  
Law Officer of the Year 
Sean D. Johnson 
1005 N Main St. 
Aberdeen, SD. 57401 
605-228-1636 
seanjohnson@abe.midco.net  
 

Lawson Dukes 
600 Domenico Circle Apt A1 
St Augustine, FL. 32086 
605-228-1636 
lawkes@yahoo.com  
 

Sous Directeur�s  
City & Voyageur of the Year 
Mildred S Wright-Pearson 
PO Box 233 
Tranquillity, CA. 93668 
559-250-8247 
mswp48@gmail.com  
 

Geralyn A. Stephens 
2943 Sand Hills Dr. 
Chester, VA. 23831 
804-248-9288 
geri_stephens@ccpsnet.net 
 

Advisor 
Donald W. Emley 
1031 Lincoln St. 
Antigo, WI. 54409 
715-216-5736 
bopabear37@charter.net 
 

VAVS 
Directeur 
D. S. Davis 
1540 Kellytown Rd. 
Lugoff, SC. 29078 
803-272-8504 
tarma1@aol.com  

 

Sous Directeur�s 
Andrew W. Nagy - Honorary 
5548 23rd St. 
Zephyrhills, FL. 33542 
813-782-5032 
grandvavsfl@yahoo.com 
 

William Streuber 
1278 Spiers Cir 
Bonneau, SC. 29431 
843-469-8154 
westruber@homesc.com 
 

Francis Webb 
527 Glenn Ave 
New Carlisle, OH. 45344 
937-845-1252 
spiderjenweb@aol.com 

 

Michelle De La Cruz 
1885 La Cuesta Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92705 
714-288-9453 
 

michelledelacruz29dist@gmail.com 
 

 

Andrea Miller 
2066 Brewer Springs Rd. 
Camden, SC. 29020 
208-360-0538 
xaylan@msn.com 
 

Advisor 
G. Patrick Beamer 
2894 Forest Ridge Dr. 
Fernandina Beach, FL. 32034 
904-753-4372 
gpatbeamer@bellsouth.net 
 

�����	������	
Directeur 
Randall B. Shrader 
6311 Wendover Ct. 
Fredricksburg, VA. 22407 
540-850-4727 
rbsinvestigations@gmail.com  
 

Sous Directeur�s  
Gary P. Howe 
1725 Venetian Circle 
Arlington, TX. 76013 
210-473-5961 
gphowe64@mac.com  
 

William J. Martin 
P. O. Box 62 
Moscow, OH. 45153 
513-553-0222 
wmartin931@gmail.com  
 

Lori Barber 
900Long Blvd Apt 228 
Lansing, MI. 48911 
517-420-2087 
barber4158@comcast.net 
 

John Rodgers 
122 Alamosa Creek Ln. 
Georgetown, TX. 78633 
737-240-7340 
rogersjogn393@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
Don Reed 
212 W. Caroline LN. 
Chandler, AZ. 85225 
480-206-1323 
v1466dr@aol.com 

 

Advisor 
Bill Simpson 
288 Mayfield Dr. 
Goose Creek, SC.  
843-509-3109 
wsimpson204@comcast.net��

   Secretaire Treasurer - Virgil Blum 
The Box Car program has been 

busy this year!  I want to thank  

everyone that has participated in our 

program.  The Nationale Promenade 

in Sandusky OH was a fun time had 

by everyone.   

   The Box Car Director position has 

been filled by Steve Dircks from Minnesota.  I look 

forward to a year of great leadership.   I would like 

to personally thank Mike Robberstad, Lonnie 

Haynes and Doyle Wood for their contribution to 

our program in the years of service they provided 

to Box Car. I am sure our friendship will continue 

the same.   At this time, we also welcome, Fred 

Mullis to Area A, Area D Vance Chertier, Area E 

Dave Knutson.    Please take time to look at the 

new 40 &8 website under Box Car to see your 

Grand Sous Directeur.  The Prom had 1 Locky 

from Minnesota $500.  The Merci Maintenance 

Fund $3400.00 

   The Box Car meeting at Nationale again        

distributed our yearly funds The donations are as 

follows:  Membership $2000 Hero of the Year 

$1000 VAVS $3500 Wheelchairs Rolling $1500 

40&8 Magazine $500 Natl Historian for Chef de 

Chemin de Fer $300 Ohio Va Clinic $500 Youth 

Sports $500 Child Welfare $500 Voyager Natl 

Building fund $300.  The Prom had 1 Licky from 

Minnesota $500.  The Merci Maintenance Fund 

$2400.00. 

   The Merci Maintenance deadline is July 1st.    

$150.00 is given to every Grande that completes 

the form and buys at least $150.00 of Box Car pins 

or cards.   16 Grandes received their check last 

year.  If your state has the Merci Boxcar you are 

eligible to get this check.  This is a great way to 

improve your boxcar.  I have enjoyed talking to 

several Grands as to programs that are being     

prepared.  Please call or email me as to the date 

you are celebrating the 75th anniversary.   

   If your Grande plans to have your locomotive at 

Gettysburg PA for the Nationale Promenade please 

send me a message by the July 1st deadline.   There 

is a form that needs to be completed.  Any        

Locomotives that arrive and do not have the form 

completed will not be eligible for the money     

stipend for attending the Prom. 

virg4huskers@yahoo.com 

Directeur - Renny Keagle 
Even though we have a Directeur, Sous' and a Committee like 

other programs, we are not a program but rather a resource to 

help and assist in the area of Public Relations. These resources 

consist of a Public Relations Manual available on the national 

website, myself and the committee ready to help and assist in 

PR. So we are working in the background with tools at our  

disposal to promote the advantages of a public relations       

endeavor especially at the Locale and Grand level. At the forefront is the Press 

Association of La Societe. Those members have the advantage of receiving first 

the P.A.L.S. monthly newsletter The Bulletin as well as exclusive Press         

Credentials. The Bulletin of course being a monthly 12-page public relations  

instrument to inform membership on the best approaches for both internal and 

external PR. Not many know we have a pin exclusive for our members that 

comes with membership. Anyone wishing to check out what we do at P.A.L.S, 

drop me a line and we will get you some issues and I'll provide details -         

membership is non-profit and low cost and a bargain for the information received. 

Public Relations is already being done behind the scenes by our Chef de Gares, 

Correspondants, L'Editeurs and Historiens. Our Publicistes are working in the 

forefront. Our membership conducts PR everyday with our storytelling and    

ambassadorship. So we must now push into  2025 and our 106th year realizing 

the advantages that Public Relations can provide. 
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ALABAMA  
Paul J. Vishaway 
4334Cty Rd 106 
Mentone, AL. 35984 
251-644-4941 
paulvishaway@gmail.com 
 

ALASKA  
Thomas Schanrock 
53235 Thunder Rd. 
Kenai, AK. 99611 
907-283-6192 
trock@alaska.net  
 

ARKANSAS  
Jake H. Houchen 
14232 Hwy 70 
Procter, AR. 72376 
 

ARIZONA   
Steve Aguirre 
5754 W Desert Choir Rd 
Tucson, AZ. 85735 
520-906-1748 
chico-59@live.com 
 

CALIFORNIA  
Michelle De La Cruz 
1885 La Cuesta Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92705 
714-288-9453 
michelledelacruz.29dist@gmail.com 
 

COLORADO  
Thomas M. Yagley 
3821 S. Narcissus Way 
Denver, CO. 80201 
303-639-3034 
tjaw42@comcast.net 
 

CONNECTICUT  
Ken Lewis 
708 Twin Circle Dr. 
South Windsor, CT. 06074 
860-644-4059 
ken8317@aol.com 
 

DELEWARE  
Danny W. Seeman Jr. 
18 Steele Road 
 Dover, DE. 19901 
302-730-8422 
commanderonepost2@icloud.com 
 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
William M. Bowers 
1705 Baldwin Dr 
Mc Lean, VA. 22101 
 

FLORIDA  
Lawson Dukes 
600 Domenico Cir Apt A1 
St. Augustine, FL. 32086 
904-814-6610 
lawkes@yahoo.com 
 

FRANCE  
Ronald G. Butts 
547 Fitzsmmonds St. SW 
Palm Bay, FL. 32908 
602-617-8275 
voron551@aol.com 
 

GEORIGA  
Johnny L. Beasley 
6 St Moritz Ct. 
Savannah, GA. 31419 
912-441-2785 
jbeasley6969@gmail.com 
 

GERMANY 
David Garcia 
APO AE 09021 
443-440-1366 
david_garcia01@hotmail.com 
 

IDAHO   
Ralph Binion 
445 S 10th E 
Mountain Home, ID. 83647 
208-514-8919 
rabinion@yahoo.com 
 

ILLINOIS  
Todd Latham 
115 Boulevard St. 
Sandwich, IL. 60548 
815-786-4874 
toddlatham@yahoo.com 
 

INDIANA  
Tim Turner 
859 S Harrison St. 
Shelbyville, IN. 46176 
317-512-4581 
bucks_plumbing@outlook.com 
 

IOWA 
Brent Wightman 
1065 230th St. 
Waverly, IA. 50677 
319-610-1261 
airborne-vet@hotmail.com 
 

 
	

KANSAS  
Vance G Chartier 
1702 Harvest Rd 
Hays, KS. 67601 
785-623-6747 
kansasmerciboxcar@outlook.com 
 
KENTUCKY 
 

LOUISIANA  
Philip J Legendre 
202 Jerry Lou St. 
Houma, LA. 70364 
985-446-6248 
pleg0691@bellsouth.net 
 

MASSACHUSETTS  
Brian P. Dupee 
24 Edgewood St. 
Westfield, MA. 01085 
413-875-5334 
bdupee6281@gmail.com 
 

MARYLAND  
Kenneth Gahley 
14608 Foxchase Circle 
Ridgely, MD. 21660 
410-634-1251 
marsan@atlanticbb.net 
 

MAINE  
Kim-Lea Crawford 
5 Warren Ln 
Naples, ME. 04055 
207-583-5966 
kimcrawford207@gmail.com 
 

MICHIGAN  
Richard Adams 
1283 Chartwell Carriag 
East Lansing, MI. 48823 
517-388-4962 
richardadams946@gmail.com 
 

MINNESOTA  
Steven Dircks 
2201 6th St. N 
St. Cloud, MN. 56303 
320-237-3666 
salcomm1@aol.com 
 

MISSISSIPPI  
Robert Cunningham 
P. O. Box 8318 
Moss Point, MS. 39563 
228-623-3109 
cunninghamrobert@gmail.com 
 

MISSOURI  
Ronald E Leverenz 
425 Boonville Ave 
Springfield, MO. 65806 
417-612-4505 
ron1918@sbcglobal.net 
 

MONTANA 
Larry H. Steele 
7845 E. Natal Ave. 
Mesa, AZ. 85209 
406-899-2272 
chiefopah@gmail.com 
 

NEBRASKA  
Gary L. Wachter 
19224Cty Rd. 8 
Herman, NE. 68029 
glwach@abbnebraska.com 
402-426-5339 
 

NEVADA 
Robert J. Benscko 
2548 Fort Lauderdale Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV. 89156 
702-452-7660 
nomad@amcben.com 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE  
Anthony P. Travia 
1 London Rd 
Derry, NH. 03038 
603-425-6297 
travia11@comcast.net  
 

NEW JERSEY 
 

NEW MEXICO 
John Ryan 
1590 Eldrado Loop 
Boxque Farms, NM. 87078 
315-725-7253 
jr1269132@gmail.com 
 

NEVADA 
Robert J Bencsko 
2548 Ft. Lauderdale Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV. 89156 
702-452-7660 
nomad@amcben.com 

 

NEW YORK 
Eugene Ordmandy 
64 Upton Dr 
Sound Beach, NY. 11789 
631-921-9793 
  

 

NORTH CAROLINA  
Michelle May 
7007 Fox Glove Dr. 
Charlotte, NC. 28226 
704-364-5593 
may.michelle@outlook.com 
 

NORTH DAKOTA  
Dan I. Brown 
PO Box 443 
Williston, ND. 58802 
701-770-6036 
dakotan22@yahoo.com 
 

OHIO  
Frank Kronen 
6903 Chapel Ln 
N Ridgeville, OH. 44039 
216-210-1898 
fwkron@gmail.com 
 

OKLAHOMA  
Charles Baker 
402 SE Lancelot LN. 
Lawton, OK. 73501 
580-483-8444 
bakerce1963@gmail.com 
 

OREGON  
Jerry Patton 
P. O. Box 1115 
Lebanon, OR. 97355 
541-258-2426 
jpatton001@centurytel.net 
 

PENNSYLVANIA  
Thomas Wellman 
142 W Hanover St. 
Biglerville, PA. 17307 
717-359-9441 
tomwell@centurylink.net 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA  
Michael Clair 
1287 Carolina Ave 
Holly Hill, SC. 29059 
410-982-2643 
mikeclair@comcast.net 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA  
Sean D. Johnson 
1005 N. Main St. 
Aberdeen, SD. 57401 
605-380-2461 
seanjohnson@abe.midco.net 
 

TENNESSEE  
John Ellerbe 
631 York Rd 
Cleveland, TN. 37323 
423-400-1711 
ascsvr46@aol.com 
 

TEXAS 
James Sweeney 
3231 Colorado Dr. 
Copperas Cove, TX. 77356 
254-547-8047 
jimsweeney4@yahoo.com 
 

VIRGINIA  
Alice Cooper 
2840 Bamberg Pl 
Virginia Beach, VA. 23453 
757-470-7089 
voopercooper@hotmail.com 
 

VERMONT 
Fred Latour 
3384 Barter Orleans Rd. 
Barter, VT.  05822 
802-754-9332 
fredricklatour41@gmail.com  
 

WASHINGTON  
Frank A. Falbee 
8515 NE 60th St. 
Vancouver, WA. 98662 
360-334-2653 
ffalbee1223@gmail.com 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Donald Lambert 
157 Meadow Lane 
Valley Bend, WV. 26293 
304-621-0483 
ddII1996@yahoo.com 
 

WISCONSIN 
Ken Laatsch 
W11885 County Rd W 
Phillips, WI. 54555 
715-332-5288 
knb4575@pctcnet.net 
 

WYOMING 
Michael L. Kent 
2912 W. College Dr. 
Cheyene, WY. 82007 
307-220-2594 
mlkent47@yahoo.com 

ALABAMA  
Stephen B. Wademan 
580 Hegia Burrow RD SE 
Huntsville, AL. 35803 
256-585-2347 
swademan@rocketmail.com 
 

ALASKA  
Andrew M. Boyle 
PO Box 476 
Ninilchik, AK. 99639 
907-567-1057 
ajsupply1@gmail.com 
 

ARKANSAS  
William F. Sanders 
602 Woodland Dr. 
Benton, AK. 72019 
501-317-5902 
grandduar@aol.com 
 

ARIZONA  
Don Reed 
212 W. Caroline Ave 
Chandler, AZ. 85225 
480-206-1323 
v1466r@aol.com 
 

CALIFORNIA  
Joseph Donovan 
4660 N River RD SPC 12  
Oceanside, CA. 92057 
760-721-9405  
jdonovan4660@hotmail.com 
 

COLORADO  
Shane A. Hasert 
2523 Black Duck Ave. 
Johnstown, CO. 80534 
970-481-2340 
shasert.legion@gmail.com 
 

CONNECTICUT  
Frazier W. Brinley  
16 Pepperbush Dr. 
Clinton, CT 06413  
860-669-0336  
fb.pnh05@gmail.com 
 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Christopher Herndon 
3866 N Tazewell St. 
Arlington, VA. 22207 
703-944-8886 
herndonchris@hotmail.com 
 

DELEWARE  
Daniel W. Seeman Jr. 
18 Steele Rd. 
Dover, DE. 19901 
302-423-8974 
commanderonepost2@icloud.com 
 

FLORIDA 
Debra Reynolds 
12383 162nd Ter 
Mcalpin, FL. 32062 
843-729-6011 
1ladynavyvet@gmail.com 
 

FRANCE  
Gary Howe 
1725 Venetian Cir. 
Arlington, TX 76013 
210-473-5961 
gphowe64@mac.com 
 

GEORGIA 
Mike Wood 
80 Baker Rd 
Newman, GA. 30265 
678-857-3185 
carblueheaven@aol.com 
 

����	 	
David J. Schick 
159 26th St. NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA. 52405 
319-558-8633 
schickdavid3@gmail.com 
 

IDAHO  
Darrell Welle 
1120 N 9th E 
Mountain Home, ID 83647 
208-598-2624 
wheelie6970@gmail.com 
  

ILLINOIS  
Wallace Hammond 
1028 W. Hickory St. 
Canton, IL. 61520 
309-338-8332 
 mrbear812@sbcglobal.net 
 

INDIANA  
Robert Hock 
5611 W. Lakeview Dr. 
La Porte, IN. 46350  
219-362-6013  
indbobhock@gmail.com 
 

KANSAS 
Curt Renard 
1509 N. Wheatridge St. 
Wichita, KS. 67235 
316-207-6448 
ksgrandcorrespondant@gmail.com 
 

KENTUCKY 
Sidney C. Shouse 
PO Box 282 
Bardstown, KY. 40004 
502-545-2451 
sidneyshouse1@icloud.com 
 

LATIN AMERICA 
Patrick J. O�connell 
Lista De Correos 
Golfito 8201 Costa Rica. 
506-830-3095 
 

LOUISIANA  
William Stroud 
305 McDade St. 
Elm Grove, LA. 71051 
337-591-2816 
wstroud040@gmail.com 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Joseph Gracia  
6 Pine Hill Ct.  
New Bedford, MA.  02745 
508-995-4481 
joeandcat@comcast.net 
  

MAINE  
Ross Freeman 
25 Back Winterport Rd 
Winterport, ME.  04496 
207-223-5950  
ross.freeman572@gmail.com 
 

MARYLAND  
Brenda Dougan 
13290 Penimar Rd 
Waynesboro, PA. 17268 
717-387-5844 
baadougan@aol.com 
 

MICHIGAN  
Richard R. Adams 
1283 Chartwell Carriage Way N 
East Lansing, MI. 48823 
517-388-4962 
rrichadams946@gmail.com 

 

MINNESOTA  
Kevin Kibler 
12370 330th Ave. 
Blue Earth, MN. 56013 
540-735-6199 
mn40and8@gmail.com  
 

MISSOURI  
Arnold J. Noonan 
20165 Hwy 28 
Dixon, MO. 65459 
573-872-9068 
ajnoonan2004@yahoo.com 
 

MISSISSIPPI  
Tom Adams 
5916 Oak Bayou Ln. 
Ocean Springs, MS. 39564 
228-872-3200 
rxdoc@bellsouth.net 
 

MONTANA  
Raymond K Read  
470 Ronda Rd. 
Helena, MT.  59602  
406-458-9847  
myfun51@msn.com 

 

NORTH CAROLINA
  
Elton Hawley 
1108 Meadow Lark Rd 
Dunn, NC. 28334 
910-624-9331 
seaboardtrucker092006@gmail.com 
 

NORTH DAKOTA  
Lucinda R. Bolyard 
812 6th Ave East 
Williston, ND. 58801 
258-605-9113 
lucinda.bolyard@yahoo.com 
 

NEBRASKA  
Virgil L. Blum 
7511 S. 128th St. 
Omaha, NE. 68138 
402-779-6827 
virg4huskers@yahoo.com 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE  
Steve Shillinglaw 
103 Meadowcrestr Dr 
Bedford, NH. 03110 
603-488-1288 
shillis45@comcast.net 
 

NEW JERSEY  
Leonard Rowlands 
115 Ten Eyck St. 
S Plainfield, NJ. 07080 
908-756-6522 
lrowlands@version.net 
 

NEW MEXICO  
John Ryan 
1590 Eldorado Loop 
Boxque Farms, NM. 87078 
315-725-7253 
jpryan315@gmail.com 
 

NEVADA  
Victor J. Moss 
4008 W Bonanza Rd. 
Las Vegas, NV. 89107  
702-493-3028  
vjmoss@earthlink.net 
 

NEW YORK  
Charles C Graham 
PO Box 195 
Lafargeville, NY. 13656 
 315-658-2830 
chuckcgraham@msn.com 
 

OHIO  
David K. Cook 
23540 Coe Ave. Box 3 
Raymond, OH. 43067 
937-243-2749 
granddeohio@outlook.com 
 

OKLAHOMA  
William S. Hart 
14351 Redvine Rd. 
Choctaw, OK. 73020 
405-974-8662 
williamhart4@yahoo.com 
 

OREGON  
Jason M. Viring 
1785 Davis Rd. S. 
Salem, OR. 97306 
503-389-9347 
virnigjm@hotmail.com 
 

PENNSYLVANIA  
Lydi-Ann Gitschlag 
1004 N. Wood Rd. 
Unityville, PA. 17774 
570-458-4918 
436lady@gmail.com 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA  
Stephen L. Jackson 
203 Beaufort St. 
Summerville, SC. 29483 
843-819-3648  
stephj1951@aol.com 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA  
James Payne 
2205 Burleigh St Apt 211 
Yankton, SD. 57078 
605-760-0734 
jim_paynesd@hotmail.com 
 

TENNESSEE  
Rick Williams 
4862 E Circle Dr. NW 
Cleveland, TN. 37323 
423-716-3370 
rickwilliams0548@gmail.com 
 

TEXAS  
Renslar R. Keagle 
8714 Marble Dr. 
El Paso, TX. 79904 
915-346-6099 
rennykeagle@gmail.com 
 

UTAH  
Joseph Guimond  
1298 W. 2600 N. 
Clinton, UT. 84015 
801-541-9952 
jguimond1963@gmail.com 
 

VIRGINIA 
John M. Schenk 
406 E. Randall Ave. 
Norfolk, VA. 23503 
757-588-7732 
legionjohn@cox.net  
 

VERMONT  
Melvin E. McKnight 
907 Bean Rd. 
Plainfield, VT. 05667 
802-454-7746 
sprucemt907@gmail.com  
 

WASHINGTON  
Edward A. Laintz 
1600 NE 65th St. 
Vancouver, WA. 98665 
edintz@aol.com 
 

WEST VIRGINIA  
Thomas J Hamilton 
10 Elwood Ave 
Dunbar, WV. 25064 
304-546-2675 
tjinwv@suddenlink.net 
 

WISCONSIN  
Thomas J Orval  
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI 53038  
920-699-5676   920-253-3064 
wigrandvoiture@spectrum.net 
 

WYOMING 
Michael L Kent  
2912 W College Dr  
Cheyenne, WY. 82007 
307-220-2594 
mlkent47@yahoo.com 
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Andrew �Doc��Berry 
Good evening, Voyageurs Militaire! 

   First, let me say how much I enjoyed seeing    

everyone at the Promenade Nationale in Sandusky 

OH. Looking forward to seeing you all and even 

more of you for the next two years in Gettysburg 

PA. 

   I want to express my gratitude to Passe Chefs de 

Chemin de Fer Frank Kronen, John Digilio, Ted 

Lang, and Frank Campo for being so supportive of 

my efforts to speak about PTSD and suicide       

prevention. I also would like to thank the new Chef 

de Chemin de Fer Paul Emmert and Correspondant 

Nationale Ron Rolfes for their faith in me.  Last but 

certainly not least, I need to thank my mentor, Passe 

Grand Chef du NY Wayne Sorrentino for guiding 

my path and encouraging it in our Société.  

   For those of you who were not able to attend 

Promenade Nationale, here is a YouTube link to the 

PTSD presentation that I gave 

https://youtu.be/x8Lz6vbfTRs?
si=1ZJdCapvJy6PzsOi 

If any of you have trouble accessing this link, either 

email or call me and I will get that YouTube link to 

you personally. 

   I stated in that live presentation, and I will restate 

it here: what people do not realize about PTSD is 

that it goes far beyond terrible memories, sleep loss, 

nightmares, anger, hypervigilance, anxiety,         

depression and all the other telltale symptoms.  It 

has been found, thanks to sophisticated               

neuroimaging techniques, that the biochemistry and 

physiology of the brain changes with the repeated 

adrenaline blasts experienced during combat,     

irregular sleep and sleep deprivation, low quality 

nutrition, deafening noise, and blinding explosions. 

This is to say that a person comes out of their     

service with changes to their brain that are not due 

to normal development and maturing. As many of 

you have heard me say elsewhere, so many go into 

the service as �Person A�� and come out the other 

end of their service as �Person B.�� And is it any 

wonder? I believe one of the major contributing 

factors to this personality change is the change in 

brain chemistry and physiology. 

   What many people are also not aware of is that 

life gets more and more difficult for Veterans as 

they become more and more aware of their symp-

toms. But there is hope.  I need to point out that the     

diagnosis of PTSD does not need to define a       

Veteran's life, and as much as I dislike the term 

�manage���it is possible to manage PTSD symptoms. 

   By �management��� I'm talking about any          

combination of psychotherapy, medications, hobbies 

like artwork or horseback riding, meditation or   

anything else that works. When it comes to recovery 

and healing, unfortunately one size does not fit all.  

Veterans have to engage in a creative process to 

figure out what works for them. I help facilitate this 

every day in my consulting room. 

   Let me reiterate something else that I said in my 

talk in Sandusky OH: let's make talking about   

mental health the norm, instead of the exception.       

Because the longer it stays the exception and we 

don�t talk about it, the longer suicide will continue 

to amass its body count.  I steadfastly maintain that 

this can be avoided with the following sentiment: 

�Open your mouth, and the pain comes out.� 

Directeur - Tom Adams 
   As I write this, the 2024 presidential 

election is approaching.  In 2000, 59.5% 

of those registered chose to vote in the 

presidential election.  In 2020 the      

percentage voting rose to about         two

-thirds of those eligible or 66.8%,  

meaning this important privilege of U.S. 

citizenship was not exercised by one-third of our   

population. 

   In his book Alone No Longer, Stanley Stein notes 

that upon his arrival at the Carville leprosarium (US 

Public Health Hospital) one of the first things he noted  

was the patients�� love for talking politics.  Long before 

they achieved the right to vote, in 1932 patients �voted��by 

straw ballot with 344 of 367 patients participating,     

choosing Roosevelt over Hoover. 

   At least one patriotic and passionate patient was so    

determined to vote that for five consecutive Novembers he 

escaped Carville through a hole in the fence to �exercise 

his franchise at some mysterious precinct�� where he met 

voter requirements.  Upon return to Carville, he paid the 

price for absconding and spent up to 120 days in the     

Carville jail.   

   In 1934 the American Legion began its support to grant 

Carville patients the right to register and vote.  After years 

of lengthy debate, in 1946 a constitutional amendment and 

an enabling act passed both houses of the Louisiana     

legislature.  Earliest Carville registration rolls contained 

133 names.  (Many eligibles could not register because 

they would not give their �true��names, choosing to remain 

anonymous.)   On 20 January 1948 Carville�s patients for 

the first time exercised their right to vote in an election    

(a gubernatorial election).   

   Your Carville Star Committee recently voted to approve 

our program project for 2024-2025.  This project will have 

a great impact on the day-to-day operation of the National 

Hansen�s Disease Museum at Carville.  With your help, 

we intend to purchase a security system that will represent 

a significant upgrade from the museum�s existing         

capability.  We will be seeking your donations for this 

project and as true for past projects we will rely on your 

generosity.   

   Please continue to support our Buy-A-Clinic Program, 

Buy-A-Country Program and subscriptions to The STAR.  

(On the new 40&8 website go to �Resources��drop  down 

–�click on �Overview�-�then click on �Forms��and find the 

forms needed to order programs or subscriptions.) 

   For any questions regarding the Carville Star Program, 

contact the Sous for your Area.   

AREA 1 –�ME, Mexico, Central America, VT, RI, MA, 

NH, CT, NY, PA, DE, NJ, DC, MD, WV   

 Sous Directeur Ross Freeman,  

207-223-5950 ross.freeman572@gmail.com  

AREA 2 - AK, AZ, CA, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, NM, 

CO, WY 

Sous Directeur Steve Villegas  

408-309-9158, spummer1@gmail.com  

AREA 3 - AL, FL, GA, MO, NC, SC, TN, VA, KY, MS, 

LA, AR 

Sous Directeur Carol Barker  

336-209-7934, c130baby@gmail.com 

AREA 4 - IL, IN, MN, MI, ND, WI, OH, France, IA,SD,         

Germany, OK, TX, KS, NE   

Sous Directeur Thomas J. Orval,   

920-699-5676,  

wigrandvoiture@spectrum.net  

   Directeur - Kevin Johnson 

   For a little while now, I have been debating 

on what to write this article about. For quite 

some time we have been talking about the 

expected shortage of nurses in the near future. 

And there has been much written on our need 

to continue to support nursing students through 

locale, grand, and national scholarship       

programs. I would like to talk about the Boland Trust        

scholarship program in this article. 

   There was a discussion at the last Nurses Training committee 

meeting in Ohio, about creating another national scholarship 

within the Nurses Training Program. I am not a supporter of 

that idea because we are not utilizing the national scholarship 

program that we have in place currently. That being the Boland 

Trust Fund. 

   I would like to take this opportunity to fully endorse the   

Boland Trust Fund and ask for your support and utilization of 

that fund to support our nursing students with scholarships. We 

have the capital available; the problem is applications for the 

scholarship are not being requested.  

    The Boland Trust Fund offers four different scholarships. (1) 

the traditional scholarship options, (2) the limited scholarship 

option, (3) the advanced degree program scholarship, (4) and 

the At-large scholarship option.  All the information needed to 

apply for any of these scholarships can be found on the Forty 

and Eight website. All four of these scholarships are so very 

easy to obtain if the applicant meets the criteria. It took me   

about an hour worth of work to get a young lady $ 1,500 

dollars to help with the cost of her education. One of the 

main things I would like to see this year is that we are giving 

back to our communities at the national level as well as the 

grand and   locale levels. The steps to attain a scholarship are 

very simple. Call or email Terri Taylor and request an     

application. Give it to the student to first complete their   

portion, have them take it to the school to complete their 

portion. The student then returns it to you. Have the Chef 

and the Correspondant sign it and return it too National and 

that�s it! 

     I would love to have a record setting year on the number 

of scholarships given in a single year. Ensuring that every 

student in the nursing field in need of financial assistance is 

aware of the opportunities we offer is my goal. And to reach 

that goal I need every member of our organization to go 

online learn about the Boland Trust Fund and what they 

have to offer, then use it at your Locale and Grande levels. 

We donate thousands of dollars each year to the Boland 

Trust Fund. That money is generated from donations and the 

sale of the Nurses Training pins, we must show the         

supporters of this program that those funds are getting back 

to our communities. The Boland Trust committee members 

can only work with the applications they receive, and they 

simply are not receiving applications. So, I would like to see 

every grand that has a nurses training program in place be 

able to report that they received at least one Boland Trust 

scholarship this year. 

    The National Nurses Training Program asking for support 

this year from every Locale and every Grand in the         

following areas. 

�� Utilization of the Boland Trust Fund Scholarship     

Programs. 

�� To submit an applicant name for Nurse of the Year 

Award. 

�� To submit your end of the year report to National 

�� And your continued support of this program through 

your donations and sales of the Nurses Training pins. 

   Thank You for all that you do for this program. With your 

support we will continue to have an outstanding National 

Nurses Training Program 

   100% Grand Voitures who received special certificates in 

achieving this goal at the National Promenade. 

Great way to promote La Societe 

National Nurses Training Directeur  

Kevin Johnson�s vehicle 
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Chef de Chemin de Fer 2017 Mark Moots donates $500 the Cabane Nationale on behalf 

of his wife Willa Dean and himself. 
Voyageurs manning the Public Relations and Child Welfare tables. 

 David and Geralyn Stephens along with Grand Chef de Gare Alice Cooper 

on the Promenade floor  Saturday morning. 

   The National Box Car Association donated  $500 to the VA Outpatient Clinic of 

Sandusky, Ohio. L to R: Sous Directeur Sam Queen, Secretaire/Treasurer Virgil Blum, 

Outpatient Clinic Rep Sara Williamson and National NBCA Directeur Paul Emmert. 

James Sweeney of the Grande du Texas was the 2024 recipient of the 

National Voyageur of the Year award. 

   Members of the Carville Star program at the table on 

Wednesday morning selling their wares. 

   Steve Dircks and his companion 

for the next 365 days, the infamous 

Paul Bunyan gavel. 

   Joe Jamnick and Mac MacCarthy along with WWII  

Navy Vet Dave Dumas of the Grande du Michigan  

visiting the Voyageurs and Dames. 

   Taking registration for the 106th 

National Promenade in Gettysburg 

Pennsylvania for next year. 
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Kenneth �Doc��Lafleur receives the National Meritorious Award from 

Chef de Chemin de Fer Frank Campo at the Friday evening banquet. 

National Public Relations Directeur Renslar Keagle presents a Public Relations 

Award to Grande du Florida Grand Chef de Gare Paul Bosco. 

Alabama Grand Chef de Gare Paul Vishaway 

won the Correspondants Challenge for the 

105th program book. 

Lonnie Haynes won the National Box Car Association 

�Top Gun��Award for merchandise sales. He is shown 

receiving his award from Virgil Blum. 

David Knutson of Texas was this years winner of the 

Rodney Strickland Mr. Box Car Award 

Kevin Johnson and Johnny Rodgers manning the Delegate and 

Alternate credentials table. 

Chef de Chemin de Fer Frank Campo and his Aide de Campo�s 

New National Officers be sworn in. 
National Chef de Chemin de Fer Paul Emmert Sr.  

about to take the oath of office for 2025. 
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La Presidente Nationale 
Cindy Hickey 
1204 Phipps Ave 
Greensboro, NC. 27405 
617-230-1109 
cynhickey@aol.com 
 

Correspondante Nationale 
Mary Orval 
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038 
920-253-1945 
femmes@fortyandeight.org 
 

La Sous Presidente 
Debbie Williams 
46 Plankton Ave 
Middleburg, FL. 32068 
904-635-1095 
badtaz08@aol.com 
 

La Sous Presidente 
Shaenna Martin 
712 South 27th St. 
Lafayette, IN. 47904 
765-543-0649 
indianafemmes@gmail.com 
 

Commissaire Intendente 
Cheryl Jamnick 
7835 Munger Road 
Ypsilanti. MI. 48197 
734-255-7553 
cljamnick@comcast.net  
 

La Gardes de la Porte 
Anita Lee 
3339 Claremont Road 
Jacksonville, FL. 32207 
904-307-5960 
firstkitty2014@gmail.com 
 

La Gardes de la Porte 
Marcy Leffert 
244 South Furlong Drive 
Lafayette, IN. 47905 
765-404-1038 
mll@lafvb.com 
 

La Sous Garde de la Porte 
Celeste Slater 
49 Jacob St. 
Holly Springs, NC. 27504 
919-434-7502 
cakewriter@aol.com 
 

La Sous Garde de la Porte 
Barbara Dotzauer 
N6346 County Road I 
Fredonia, WI. 53021 
262-689-8089 
bdotz1@earthlink.net 
 

La Aumonier 
Trudy Smith  
3359 Deal Mill Road 
Hudson, NC. 28638 
828-303-7800 
smithtrudy15@gmail.com 
 

La Avocat 
Sandy Wood 
80 Baker Road 
Newman, GA. 30265 
804-332-4670 
woodsandykay@aol.com 
 

La Sous Avocat 
Ethellynn Neville 
1515 N Lincoln #24 
Springfield, IL. 60702 
217-836-9173 
ethellynn1@comcasr.net 
 

Credentials 
Sharon Schulte 
22581 Raven St. 
Eastpointe, MI. 48021 
313-498-1797 
sharonschulte_sharon_7@msn.com 
 

La Sous Credentials 
Susie Conrad 
2997 Blue Ridge Road 
Columbus, MO. 65202 
309-883-1279 
susie.conrad704@gmail.com 
 

La Conducteur Nationale 
Dusteen Spoon 
8231 Route 220 Highway 
Hughesville, PA. 17737 
570-666-2699 
dusteenalys@hotmail.com 
 

La Drapeau 
Brenda Alward 
199 St. Clair Drive 
Leesburg, GA. 31763 
229-669-1899 
halward199@gmail.com 
 

 
 

La Drapeau 
Kim Hentnik 
327 Union Mills Rd. Lot 17 
Broadalbin, NY. 12025 
518-312-8321 
kph5902@netscape.net 
 

La Sous Drapeau 
Lee Boxman 
4922 Liberty Road 
Greensboro, NC. 27406 
336-337-1082 
boxfolks@aol.com 
 

La Sous Drapeau 
Bobbie-Jean Devine 
6310 Hines Mill Way 
Louisville, KY. 40291 
617-549-2031 
devinemomof3@aol.com 
 

La Aide de Femme 
Janet Walsh 
4196 D�Youville Trace 
Atlanta, GA. 30341 
770-317-6225 
moose_w7@yahoo.com 
 

La Aide de Femme 
Cheryl Boswell 
6513 Tidewater Drive 
Navarre, FL. 32566 
706-575-1295 
cawboswell@gmail.com 
 

La Aide de Femme 
Lee Boxman 
4922 Liberty Road 
Greensboro, NC. 27406 
336-337-1082 
boxfolks@aol.com 
 

La Aide de Femme 
Sue Morgan 
P. O. Box 1109 
Aumsville, OR. 97325 
503-931-7066 
salflyer@aol.com 
 

La Aide de Femme 
Dell Simpson 
286 Mayfield Drive 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
843-309-9986 
dsimpson204@comcast.net 
 

National Advisor 
Joe Jamnick 
7835 Munger Road 
Ypsilanti. MI. 48197 
724-395-1935 
wjamnick@comcast.net  
 

Honorary National Advisors 
Bob Hickey 
1204 Phipps Avenue 
Greensboro, NC. 27405 
617-283-7195 
rhickeyusmc93@gmail.com 
 

Honorary National Advisors 
James Bowman 
2517 Yow Road 
Greensboro, NC. 27407 
336-292-8794 
sgmjbowman@gmail.com 
 

Honorary National Avocat 
Bill Simpson 
288 Mayfield Drive 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
843-509-3109 
wsimpson204@comcasr.net 
 

Advisory Board 
Cindy Hickey 
1204 Phipps Ave 
Greensboro, NC. 27405 
617-230-1109 
cynhickey@aol.com 
 

Advisory Board 
Robbie Garland 
4459 Whispering Inlet Drive 
Jacksonville, FL. 32207 
904-617-7135 
rigarland@bellsouth.net 
 

Advisory Board 
Cheryl Jamnick 
7835 Munger Road 
Ypsilanti. MI. 48197 
734-255-7553 
cljamnick@comcast.net  
 

Advisory Board 
Janet Walsh 
4196 D�Youville Trace 
Atlanta, GA. 30341 
770-317-6225 
moose_w7@yahoo.com 
 

 

Advisory Board 
Marilyn Rowley 
P. O. Box 221 
Albia, IA. 52531 
605-890-1283 
mlrowley85@gmail.com 
 

Advisory Board 
Lori Bolley 
5918 South Waverly Road 
Lansing, MI. 48911 
517-204-2077 
bolley.lori@gmail.com 
 

Advisory Board 
Cheryl Boswell 
6513 Tidewater Drive 
Navarre, FL. 32566 
706-575-1295 
cawboswell@gmail.com 

 

Advisory Board 
Sandy Wood 
80 Baker Road 
Newman, GA. 30265 
804-332-4670 
woodsandykay@aol.com 
 

Exec. Cmte. Les Cheminot 
Joyce Willis 
183 Bridgecreek Drive 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
804-814-9682 
jbw623@yahoo.com 
 

Exec. Cmte. Les Cheminot 
Lori Coe 
277 Maple Run 
Mason, MI. 48854 
517-420-8870 
lorieneg2000@yahoo.com 
 

Exec. Cmte. Les Cheminot 
Gail Davis 
2048 Powerline Drive 
Gastonia, NC. 28054 
709-913-8529 
gd3801@yahoo.com 
 

Constitution & By-laws 
Sandy Wood 
80 Baker Road 
Newman, GA. 30265 
804-332-4670 
woodsandykay@aol.com 
 

Constitution & By-laws 
Ethellynn Neville 
1515 N Lincoln #24 
Springfield, IL. 60702 
217-836-9173 
ethellynn1@comcasr.net 
 

Constitution & By-laws 
Sharon Schulte 
22581 Raven St. 
Eastpointe, MI. 48021 
313-498-1797 
sharonschulte_sharon_7@msn.com 
 

Constitution & By-laws 
Cheryl Jamnick 
7835 Munger Road 
Ypsilanti. MI. 48197 
734-255-7553 
cljamnick@comcast.net  
 

Finance Committee 
Janet Walsh 
4196 D�Youville Trace 
Atlanta, GA. 30341 
770-317-6225 
moose_w7@yahoo.com 
 

Finance Committee 
Cheryl Jamnick 
7835 Munger Road 
Ypsilanti. MI. 48197 
734-255-7553 
cljamnick@comcast.net  
 

Finance Committee 
Robbie Garland 
4459 Whispering Inlet Drive 
Jacksonville, FL. 32207 
904-617-7135 
rigarland@bellsouth.net 
 

Finance Committee 
Mary Orval 
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038 
920-253-1945 
femmes@fortyandeight.org 
 

Nominating 3-Year 
Robbie Garland 
4459 Whispering Inlet Drive 
Jacksonville, FL. 32207 
904-617-7135 
rigarland@bellsouth.net 
 

 

Nominating 2-Year 
Joyce Robberstad 
1275 Dorvl Avenue 
Salem, OR. 97304 
503-949-1145 
jojorobb@comcast.net 
 

Nominating1-Year 
Janet Walsh 
4196 D�Youville Trace 
Atlanta, GA. 30341 
770-317-6225 
moose_w7@yahoo.com 
 

La Nurse Nationale 
Kim Hentnik 
327 Union Mills Rd. Lot 17 
Broadalbin, NY. 12025 
518-312-8321 
kph5902@netscape.net 
 

La Sous Nurse Nationale 
Joyce Willis 
183 Bridgecreek Drive 
Goose Creek, SC. 29445 
804-814-9682 
jbw623@yahoo.com 
 

La Photographer 
Mary Orval 
312 Hillside Circle 
Johnson Creek, WI. 53038 
920-253-1945 
femmes@fortyandeight.org 
 

La Gardes de la Microphone 
Beth Laatsch 
W11885 County Road W 
Phillips, WI. 54555 
715-332-5288 
knb4575@pctcnet.net 
 

Blue Chevaliers Liaison 
Susan Davis 
209 North Elam Avenue 
Greensboro, NC. 27403 
336-324-1862 
sprkysd50695069@gmail.com 
 

Box Car Liaison 
Joyce Robberstad 
1275 Dorvl Avenue 
Salem, OR. 97304 
503-949-1145 
jojorobb@comcast.net 
 

VAVS Liaison 
Gena Keller 
25097 Spring Place 
Custard, SD. 57730 
605-880-0655 
gkkeller@protonmail.com 
 

Aide to Voiture Chairman 
Louise Canellos 
P. O. Box 183 
Neponset, IL. 61345 
309-525-2167 
canellos@kewanee.com 
 

Americanism Chairman 
Pam Backi 
4314 Transou Road 
Pfafftown, NC. 27040 
336-416-8155 
hsbacki47@gmail.com 
 

Carville Star Chairman 
Janet Walsh 
4196 D�Youville Trace 
Atlanta, GA. 30341 
770-317-6225 
moose_w7@yahoo.com 
 

Child Welfare Chairman 
Judy Pfalzgraf 
625 Oak Lane 
Horicon, WI. 53032 
920-212-0007 
rjpfalz7@gmail.com 
 

Nurses Training Chairman 
Carrie Haynes 
P. O. Box 115 
Leslie, MI. 49251 
517-206-1653 
carrie.haynes@ymail.com 
 

POW/MIA Chairman 
Lori Bolley 
5918 South Waverly Road 
Lansing, MI. 48911 
517-204-2077 
bolley.lori@gmail.com 
 

Resolutions Chairman 
Dusteen Spoon 
8231 Route 220 Highway 
Hughesville, PA. 17737 
570-666-2699 
dusteenalys@hotmail.com 
 

 

Ritual Chairman 
Trudy Smith  
3359 Deal Mill Road 
Hudson, NC. 28638 
828-303-7800 
smithtrudy15@gmail.com 
 

Youth Sports Chairman 
Twila Willard 
1227 Warwick Road 
Lansing, MI. 48910 
517-285-5351 
tstweety@comcast.net 
 

Trophy & Awards 
Marilyn Rowley 
P. O. Box 221 
Albia, IA. 52531 
605-890-1283 
mlrowley85@gmail.com 
 

Co-Trophy & Awards 
212 West Caroline Lane 
Chandler, AZ. 85225 
408-206-9930 
gsing10r@aol.com 
 

Ways And Means 
Carol Baker 
1427 Wiley Lewis Road 
Greensboro, NC. 27046 
336-209-7934 
c130baby@gmail.com 
 

Co-Ways And Means 
Gena Keller 
25097 Spring Place 
Custard, SD. 57730 
605-880-0655 
gkkeller@protonmail.com 
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Greetings To All Dames and Voyageurs 

   Happy Thanksgiving! I hope your 

Thanksgiving is filled with Love, Joy, 

and warm wishes for the     beginning 

of the holiday season. 

    I am filled with gratitude and  excite-

ment as I embark on my   journey as 

Madame Presidente this year. It is an 

honor beyond words to take on this 

role. Thank You for your faith and support, I look 

forward to serving every Dame, Voyageur, and all 

members of La Societe. 

   Congratulations to our new Chef de Chemin de 
Fer, Paul J. Emmert, Sr., I look forward to traveling 

the United States �Woooing��� We will have an    

amazing year.   

   As I take on this amazing role as Madame          

Presidente, I carry with me the many experiences of 

having served in several different positions within the 

La Femmes, from La Presidente     Locale many times 

to La Grande Avocat, and the various positions I have 

held nationally with my favorite being La Aumonier. 

Every position has enhanced my commitment to    

supporting our   Veterans, empowering all Dames and 

uplifting their families in our community.  

   October brought me to my first official visit to the 

Shamrock Wreck. I was escorted to my room by PNP 

Janet Walsh and Cheryl Boswell and was greeted with 

beautiful Flowers and a super Basket filled with lots 

of goodies from Georgia    (I loved it all, especially 

Boyd�s Cookies, Jam, Wine, and a special Tinker Bell 

that I didn�t have in my collection) designed by    

Charlotte Fordham. Then we were off to Dinner at the 

Drift Away Restaurant in Savannah with, Dell and 

Bill   Simpson, Cheryl and Lloyd Boswell, Janet 

Walsh, and Lee Boxman. The food was delicious and 

the conversation uplifting. Then we were off to the 

wreck and part of the jury and surprise, the Dames 

found the PG Guilty. We had lots of laughs and a lot 

of money was raised. Oh, and Jay, the Grand Chef of 

Georgia was in the stocks and more money was raised 

for Youth Sports. Then, we returned to the hospitality 

room, where there was lots of WOOING!!! 

   Saturday brought us to the Butterduck Winery for a 

little business and a lot of fun. I can�t thank Charlotte 

Fordham, Janet Walsh, Cheryl Boswell, Sandy Wood, 

and all the Georgia Dames for an AMAZING day. 

We had lots of conversation at the petit Cheminot, 

Georgia Dames, you have it all going on! It was also 

nice to see Florida and South and North Carolina 

Dames as well,       Saturday night brought us back to 

the post for the banquet, the food was terrific, and the 

guest speaker (besides Me LOL), J. William Breen 

was the grandson of Joseph Breen, one of the     

founders of our beloved organization. He was         

fascinating and had lots of fun facts.  

   I want to send my extreme Thanks to the Dames of 

Georgia for all, your Love, Hugs, and Camaraderie! I 

look forward to seeing everyone there next Year! 

   As we move forward this year let us, continue to 

embrace the spirit of unity, empower each  other, and 

honor our veterans by serving them with compassion 

and dedication.  

����������	�
���	�
�������������
���	�����������
�������������
��
������������������	��
Best Always: En Service Cindy Hickey 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
Cabane Nat. 
Florida 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
TOTALS 

GRANDE      AREA 2024  2025  % of GOAL  SHORT 
1 
2 
2 
 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 

16 
10 
6 

14 
107 

80 
75 

369 
22 
33 
13 

161 
98 
14 
27 
9 

60 
59 
28 
31 
53 
24 
80 
18 
35 
9 

133 
100 

1684 

9 
0 
0 

13 
46 
55 
52 
87 
12 
10 
13 
91 
54 
0 

28 
5 
7 

10 
21 
24 
50 
20 
28 
1 

22 
0 
8 

80 
746 

56.25% 
0.00% 
0.00% 

92.86% 
42.99% 
68.75% 
69.33% 
23.58% 
54.55% 
30.30% 

100.00% 
56.52% 
55.10% 
0.00% 

103.70% 
55.56% 
11.67% 
16.95% 
75.00% 
77.42% 
94.34% 
83.33% 
35.00% 
5.56% 

62.86% 
0.00% 
6.02% 

80.00% 
44.30% 

-7 
-10 

-6 
-1 

-61 
-25 
-23 

-282 
-10 
-23 

0 
-70 
-44 
-14 

1 
-4 

-53 
-49 

-7 
-7 
-3 
-4 

-52 
-17 
-13 

-9 
-125 
-20 

-938 

News From the Department of Veteran�s Affairs 
From the desk of Ron Rolfes Correspondant Nationale 

   October 23 thru 25, 2024 I found myself in Washington, D.C. attending the VA Voluntary Service National        

Advisory Committee �Executive Committee��Meeting. For the past, several years our October meeting has been in D. 

C. with the hopes of meeting with the VA Secretary or at least one of the �Top Three.�� This year we met with        

Margaret �Meg��Kabat, VA Chief of Staff. 

   Ms. Kabat, a licensed clinical social worker, bringing more than 25 years of service to Veterans, their families,     

caregivers, and survivors. She covered several topics during her presentation and here are a few. 

Caregiver Support has grown by leaps and bounds. There are now over 50,000 enrolled and the program continues to 

grow. The biggest problem seen thus far is determining what classifies as a caregiver. Meaning how much support to a 

Veteran qualifies as �caregiver support.���It seems to vary from station to station. They are working to standardize the 

program across the country, and they are qualifying more and more caregivers each day. 

   She also discussed Veteran Homelessness, which if you know anything about the VA Secretary, which is one of his 5 

key initiatives, to end Veteran Homelessness.  

   Although she did throw some figures out, what caught my attention the most was she discussed the �functional zero 

homelessness.�� Functional zero is a service system that must be able to provide        

permanent housing to everyone depending on it to secure such housing. Some of the 

cities that have reached functional zero are New Orleans, Houston, and Las Vegas. VA 

continues to work towards functional zero across the country. 

   She mentioned the fact that our VA facilities could not operate at the standards they 

do today without the dedicated Volunteers in our facilities. There were over 27,000 

Regularly Scheduled (RS) Volunteers that provided 3,495,259.43 volunteer hours. Also 

recorded were 76,516 Occasional Volunteers with 312,179.04 hours for a total of 

3,807,438.47 Volunteer Hours.   After her presentation she took several questions from 

the committee. I asked a question to her regarding the fact that we were going to see a 

major reduction in RS volunteers because of the fact that they were  going to have to be rebadged every six months. 

After one of the VA Central Office staff attempted to jump in and comment on my      statement (question), she quickly 

chimed in and wanted more information on what was transpiring regarding the    badging issue for Volunteers. This 

would allow her office as well as, if necessary, the Secretaries to get involved to rectify the issue.  

   There were our standard updates by all the subcommittees, and we had a few other guests come in as well. One 

speaker of note was Ms. Kimber Parry, Population Scientist, VHA Office of Rural Health Veterans Rural Health     

Resource Center, Salt Lake City. Her topic was the Rural WAVE Initiative. WAVE short for Wellness and Veteran 

Engagement focuses on strengthening interpersonal connections, renewing a sense of purpose and mission, and       

improving overall quality of life for Veterans and their families. Rural WAVE strives to be inclusive and focuses on 

rural Veterans, but also encourages families and civilians interested in supporting Veterans to participate in        

community reintegration. She stated that in order for a facility to qualify, fifty percent of the Veterans needed to be 

rural. We also learned that her office was looking at ways to collaborate with DAV or whomever to standardize the 

onboarding of transportation drivers. The NAC Recommendations subcommittee is currently in the process of writing 

another recommendation regarding that very topic. All in all, an interesting brief. If you would like any more        

information on any of the other topics that were covered during this meeting, feel free to reach out.                             

corrnat@fortyandeigth.org 
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   Members from Voiture 316 Grande du Oregon along with the City of North Bend 

and the North Bend Visitors Center held the 75th Anniversary for the Oregon Merci 

Boxcar on July 13, 2024 at the Simpson Park location of the Boxcar. In attendance 

was the Mayor of North Bend Jessica Engenlke, Visitor Center Manger Stephanie 

Wilson, Grande Chef de Gare Dan Evers, Nationale Sous Directeur Nurses Training 

Kevin Owens and Locale Chef de Gare Ralph Rhea who was the master of            

Ceremonies.  

   The event was in coordination with the North Bend July Jubilee. We were honored 

also to have the North Bend July Jubilee Court also in attendance. The event was an 

overwhelming success with over fifty people in attendance. Following the flag        

ceremony presented by the American Legion Bay Area Post 34 Honor Guard a   

presentation given by Chef de Gare Ralph Rhea on the history of the Boxcar followed 

by remarks by the Mayor of North Bend. The Boxcar will be making a move to its 

new location by the spring of 2025 to the new visitors in North Bend, which should 

highlight the Boxcar even better. We thank the City of North Bend for all its support 

since the Boxcar has arrived and what they do for Veterans. 

 

Picture Left to Right: Mayor of North Bend Jessica Engelke, 

Kevin Owens Nationale Sous Directeur Nurses Training NE, V316  

Ralph Rhea Chef de Gare Locale V316 Grande du Oregon  

 North Bend Visitor Center Manager Stephanie Wilson 
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